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Current Jurisdictional Landscape

= COPASs jurisdictional authority is defined in section 2-
78-120 of the Chicago Municipal Code.

= This section lists allegation types currently under
COPA's investigative authority.

= All allegation types not listed fall under the
investigative authority of CPD’s Bureau of Internal
Affairs.

= COPA has forwarded most WCO violation allegations to
BIA for investigation. A small number of cases have
been referred to the OIG or another investigative body
as they geographically took place outside of Chicago.
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Current Figures & Process

= From June 4, 2025, to January 26, 2026, COPA has
received 28 complaints that allege facts indicating
a potential WCO violation.

« 26 were forwarded to CPD’s Bureau of Internal Affairs.
« 2 were ultimately forwarded to the Inspector General.

= The average amount of time it took for COPA to
make its reassignment determination was 1.82
business days and over 70% of complaints were
reassigned day of.



Amendment Proposal

= Through the amendment being discussed today,
alleged WCO violations will be added to the list of
allegations under COPA's investigative jurisdiction.

= COPA will immediately obtain this authority upon
passage by City Council.

= Therefore, all WCO violation allegations after date
of passage that involve a CPD member will be
subject to COPA's investigative authority.
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COPA’s Intake Process

COPA begins Involved Personnel
Complaint Received g collecting video and gmemd (CPD and non-CPD)
other evidence. |dentified.

Case is either

Allegations Jurisdiction retained at COPA
|dentified Determined for full investigation
or forwarded.
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COPA's Investigative Process

Continues Collecting

Complaint Retained at

COPA. Canvass Scene

and Reviewing Evidence

Interviews Involved
Personnel (CPD and
non-CPD) and
Complainant

Determines if
Investigation Warrants eered Draft Closure Records
Findings

(If Findings are
Reached)

Share Closure Records
with CPD for Review

Notify Involved
Personnel of Outcome e
(CPD and non-CPD)

Post Closure Records as

Required by Law
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2025 Case Closure Timelines
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Public Transparency Into Investigations

= All complaints formall%/.inve,stigate_d by COPA produce a
clotsmg record that outlines investigative efforts and
outcome.

= These records are subject to Rublic_transparency
requirements such as through posting to COPAS
website or through FOIA.

= COPA maintains online data and case portals that are
always available to members of the public.

= COPA produces monthly, quarterly, and annual reports
distributed to all members of this'body.

= According to the MCC, COPA must report quarterly and
annual reports before the Committee on Police & Fire
to answer any questions about its report.
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