City of Chicago
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

	MEETING TYPE
	Special Meeting

	MEETING DATE
	Thursday, January 8, 2026

	MEETING LOCATION
	Thalia Hall

	TIME CALLED TO ORDER
	6:44 PM



ATTENDANCE:
	Commissioner Name
	Present or Absent / In-Person or Remote

	Remel Terry - President, Chair
	Present / In-Person

	Angel Rubi Navarijo - Vice President
	Present / In-Person *arrived at 6:59PM

	Aaron Gottlieb
	Present / In-Person

	Abierre Minor
	Present / In-Person

	Anthony Driver, Jr.
	Present / In-Person

	Gina Piemonte
	Present / In-Person

	Sandra Wortham 
	Present / In-Person



QUORUM PRESENT: Yes.
Acronyms:
CCPSA = Community Commission for Public Safety and Accountability

ICE = Immigration Customs and Enforcement

CBP = Customs and Border Protection

CPD = Chicago Police Department

DC’s = District Councilors


I. President Terry called the meeting to order. 

II. President Terry called the roll and established the quorum. 


III. Acknowledgement / Opening Statement

President Terry began opening remarks by first acknowledging and thanking community representatives and organizations as well as public officials for attending. This included the Executive Director of the Illinois Accountability Commission, Hina Mahmood and staff members from the City of Chicago Council Committee on Immigrant and Refugee Rights. Aldermen Rossana Rodriguez-Sanchez, Byron Sigcho-Lopez, Luis, Andre Vasquez, Leni Manaa-Hoppenworth, Senator Graciela Guzman, District Councilors Christopher M. Laurent, Keo Jean-Joseph, Dion Terrell McGill, Rosemarie Dominguez, Elizabeth Rochford, Deirdre O’Connor, Alexander Perez, Veronica Areola, Samuel Schoenburg, Ashley Vargas, Eli Bahina, Erin Vogel, Brian J. Ramson Jr., Ephraim Lee, Lee Bielecki and Alees Edwards. 

Following which President Terry provided a brief overview of how this special meeting came to be. On December 18th the CCPSA received a petition circulated by members of the District Council requesting that a meeting be held to allow community members to share their experiences with ICE, Customs and Border Patrol and CPD. Noting that the ordinance that created the Commission includes a requirement that in the event that the Commission receives a petition with two thousand signatures or more from residents of Chicago, the Commission must hold a special meeting within 21 days. District Councilors Elianne “Ely” Bahena and Leonardo “Leo” Quintero’s were invited to give comment.

IV. District Councilors’ Comments

District Councilors Ely Bahena and Leo Quintero’s opening comments may be viewed at the Chicago CCPSA YouTube page: CCPSA Special Public Meeting- January 8, 2026


V. Updates/Announcements

President Terry stated that there have been questions as to whether CPD has engaged with ICE & CBP in ways that have violated city law and departmental policy. The Welcoming City Ordinance as well as the department directive state that CPD cannot assist in civil immigration enforcement. The law in the policy advises that city of Chicago government agencies, including CPD, are permitted from sharing information about a person’s immigration status unless there is a legal requirement. Nor can they detain people based on their immigration status or give ICE or CBP access to detainees or facilities for immigration related purposes. The CPD is not to provide traffic perimeters or provide onsite support to ICE or CBP when they are conducting immigration enforcement activities. However, CPD is allowed to do work to protect public safety. Including but not limited to responding in instances a crime is occurring and if federal immigration officers are in danger CPD can protect them. This law and policy have called into question whether certain CPD actions have amounted to assisting ICE or CBP with civil immigration enforcement, which is not allowed or if those actions were done so in the interest of protecting public safety, which is allowed. When questions were initially presented, in June, the CCPSA requested CPD leadership to come before the commission to provide an explanation of their policies and clarify what they can and cannot do as it relates to federal immigration enforcement. During the October commission meeting communities’ members were encouraged to report their concerns to Civilian Office of Police Accountability and the Office of Inspector General to investigate any instances of impropriety. If you observe CPD acting in a manner that is inappropriate we encourage you to report it to COPA or the OIG. If interested handouts that explain how to file are available. This meeting is an opportunity for community members to have their voices heard. President ended by noting that the commission will continue discussion on this topic during our February monthly meeting and opened for comment from the commissioners.


VI. Commissioners’ Comments

The Commissioners’ comments may be viewed at the Chicago CCPSA YouTube page: CCPSA Special Public Meeting- January 8, 2026

VII. Safety Announcement

Vice President Rubi Navarijo briefed community members of possibility and right of federal officials to enter the premises. He advised that while Thalia Hall is a private business and that under most circumstances they have the right to refuse access to ICE. However, per the Illinois Open Meeting Act, this meeting is required to remain open to the public, which includes federal immigration as they are part of the public and thereby legally permitted to enter. In the event t federal law enforcement enters the building, the meeting will be adjourned, and staff will provide instructions to exit safely. Alternatively, if community members feel safer staying in the building, Thalia Hall invites you to stay. Vice President Rubi Navarijo advised that the intent of public comment during this meeting is to share instances specifically related to Immigration and Customs Enforcement and CPD interactions. Before opening the floor for public comment, 25th Ward Alderman Byron Sigcho-Lopez, was invited to offer a few words.


VIII. Public Comment

The Commission opened for public comment. Fifty (50) speakers offered comments. Public comment may be viewed at the Chicago CCPSA YouTube page: (2537) CCPSA Special Public Meeting- January 8, 2026 - YouTube


IX. [bookmark: _Hlk139454499]Announcement of the Next Meeting

President Terry announced that the next meeting will be Thursday, January 29, 2026 at Malcolm X College. 


X. Close

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM

