City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #

COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: w11/2026

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS:  Edgewater Library 6000 N Broadway, Chicago, IL 60660

MEETING START TIME: 3:10 pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Veronica Arreola Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Nominator: Rev. Marilyn Pagan- Banks Present: 1 Remote: Absent: [
Community Engagement: Keola Jean- Joseph Present: W Remote: [J Absent: [J

Public Comment

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Summary of public comments: No public Comments




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

None

District Council Member Updates

District Council Planning Committee:

Newly joined the citywide planning committee for annual and quarterly meetings.

Incident on January 5, 2026: Incident outside American Ale House on Western Avenue involving CPD and Evanston police—
estimated 20 police cars, more than 10 officers restraining a woman with allegations that force may have been excessive.
Guided a community member in submitting a COPA complaint and request for further information (filed via G111).

Offered trauma resources to the affected community witness. Solicited any additional eyewitness accounts or evidence.
CCPSA Special Meeting at Thalia Hall (on Immigration Enforcement):

Described as a listening session regarding CPD collaboration with ICE. Indicated strong community attendance and
testimony.

Councilor Conversations: Monthly “counselor conversations” to resume after holiday delays.

Planning Committee: Stepped off the planning committee; acknowledged importance of cross-city collaboration.

Command Staff Meetings:

Missed regular commander meeting in January due to New Year’s Day, but plans to resume.

Commission Nominations: Three commission seats open; application process announced January 6, 2026, closing February
6, 2026. Press releases and outreach ongoing; expected increase in workload for the nominating committee.

Domestic Violence Awareness Month (February): Efforts to hold a special meeting at Sullivan to offer resources and talks
through partnerships with organizations like Pathways.

Community Engagement:

Established relationships exist with The Network for resource provision despite gaps in recent contact.Special Meeting on
Immigration Enforcement & CPD Collaboration Date: Thursday, January 8, 2026

Purpose: Public hearing into CPD’s interactions with ICE over the past 6-8 months. Format: Public testimony prioritized, with
numerous community members sharing personal experiences and voicing frustration.

Key Themes:

High levels of emotion and tension in the room; robust community participation (reported attendance: nearly 1,000 people
despite adverse weather). Counselors and commission attempted to balance ensuring all voices were heard while maintaining
decorum and constructive dialogue.

Community Takeaways:

Reinforced the importance of community-driven accountability.

Affirmed counselors’ roles as conduits between the public and the commission.

Discussion about the lack of clear Commission action following such hearings, with emphasis on

procedural barriers—e.g., requirement for 2,000 petition signatures to initiate certain commission actions.

Future Implications:

Efforts are underway to push for a formal commission inquiry in February.

Recognition of the domino effect in local governance: community pushes the commission, commission

influences city council.




Discussions

Neighborhood Trends/Concerns (New Agenda Feature):

Discussion about “markers for people kidnapped in our neighborhood,” specifically
noting frequent

removal of these markers from individual property areas but longer retention by
commercial areas like

Target.

General consensus that this intentional item for community input would become a
standing agenda item.

Questions About Commission Action:

Discussion about the apparent reluctance or lack of initiative from the commission in
response to the

special hearing, alongside reaffirming community and counselor advocacy as drivers
of policy review and

change.

Nominating Committee:

Emphasis on recruiting strong candidates for open commission seats, reflecting
renewed awareness of

the commission’s importance post-meeting.

Future Agendas:

Plan to keep the “intentional space” for trends/concerns as a regular agenda item




Votes

none

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE:  2/22/2026

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  Rogers Park Library

District Council ended the meeting at: 3:42 pm
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