
City of Chicago 
DISTRICT COUNCIL #  

COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

MEETING MINUTES 

MEETING TYPE: ☐ Regular  ☐ Special  ☐ Closed 
MEETING DATE:  
MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS:  
MEETING START TIME:  

Attendance & Quorum 
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person. 
District Council Member Name Attendance 
Chair: Present: ☐    Remote: ☐    Absent: ☐ 

Present: ☐    Remote: ☐    Absent: ☐ 
Present: ☐    Remote: ☐    Absent: ☐ 

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: ☐ No: ☐

Public Comment 



Approval of Minutes 
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.  
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval. 

District Council Member Updates 



Discussions 

 

 



Votes 

 
 

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting 

NEXT MEETING DATE:  
NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  

 
District Council ended the meeting at: ______ 
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	MEETING TYPE: On
	Regular: Off
	Special: Off
	MEETING DATE: 8/21/2025
	MEETING LOCATION  ADDRESS: Legler Library 115 S. Pulaski Rd
	MEETING START TIME: 18:30
	Present: On
	Remote: Off
	Absent: Off
	Present_2: On
	Remote_2: Off
	Absent_2: Off
	Present_3: On
	Remote_3: Off
	Absent_3: Off
	Public Comment: My public comment is that I'm having a problem with young people selling marijuana right in front of my house. And this morning, I saw two young ladies in school uniforms buy marijuana. During the summer, I couldn't tell because they were just in regular clothes, but this morning, they had on their uniforms and their book pack, and they bought drugs. I don't know what they did with it, but my quality of life. They're messing with it, and I need some kind of answer. What are we going to do about it?
We've had situations on the block when home owners have told the dealers to move on away from residents there, and they told residents on the block, no, this is my block. You all need to move. 

Alicia Austin:
Raised issue of officers not being from/connected to the community.
Shared personal experience of delayed response and perceived lack of empathy from officers.
Called for more culturally competent and relatable policing.

James Brunt:
Noted open-air drug sales occur even within sight of stationed police.
Seller tactics: Carry limited amounts knowing punishments are minor.
Called for improved awareness and action.

Antonio Mitchell:
Pushed back against dismissing citations as adequate enforcement.
Suggested progressive response model (like repeated tickets eventually leading to arrest in other scenarios).


	District Council Member Updates: Nominating Committee Report (Councilperson Woodards)
Role: Member nominates CCPSA (Community Commission for Public Safety and Accountability) members for the Mayor’s selection.
Upcoming Opportunities:
Three vacancies in 2026: Two youth and one North Side representative.
Youth seats: Ages 18–24 (must not be 25 by time of appointment).
Timeline: Nomination process likely opens Fall 2025; definitely by December.
Leadership Updates:
Anthony Driver (current CCPSA president) running for office but not stepping down yet.
COPA Update: Executive search firm hired to find new Chief Administrator (previous: Andrea Carsten).

Community Engagement Coordinator Report (Councilperson Edwards)
Mediation with CPD:
Involvement in COPA’s new mediation initiative.
Seeking community members with mediation skills for participation.
City Budget Forum Highlights:
Recent discussion of 2025 budget priorities:
Homicide rates down attributed to $100M in Community Violence Interrupters (CVI).
3,800 new beds added for homeless; claim of “zero” waiting list.
Notable increase in city events and travel/demand.
Upcoming Budget Engagement:
Next budget meeting: Tuesday, August 26, 2025 (on the South Side).
Dexter Reed Case Update:
State’s Attorney has ruled no charges for officers involved.
Public concern centers on consistency of due process, not whether a gun was present.
Secretary of State 'Driving Change' Program:
Addressing unfair insurance rates in under served communities.
Town hall for West Side: September 22, 2025 (location TBA).
Drone & Law Enforcement Technology:
Discussion of using drones for monitoring/ticketing at mass incidents; legislative restrictions in place.
Community Initiatives:
Ongoing: Gun Violence Prevention Conference, parent support groups, partnerships with violence prevention orgs and churches.
First Saturday Outreach at Pulaski and Wilcox (not in September).
West Side Traveling Art Museum Event: August 23, 2025, 12:30–3:00 PM at Legler Library.
Quarterly CCPSA Planning Committee Meeting:
Date: September 6, 2025
Citywide trends, concerns, and accountability to be discussed.
Key Emphasis: Community involvement, activism through block clubs and collective community engagement.

District Data & Status Report (Brian Ramson, Jr.)
Crime Trends:
Citywide and District 11: Crime and arrests both down over ~25 years; notable dip post-2020 (George Floyd), partial recovery.
Seasonal spike in summer months correlates with major city programs and interventions.
Narcotics Crime:
Marked statistical volatility and sharp recent drops—largely attributable to marijuana decriminalization and changes in enforcement policy.
Distinction between arrests (police-driven) and reports (anyone can file).
Notable: Other crime types (battery, burglary, theft) show smaller gaps between reporting and arrest rates.
Criminal Justice Pipeline:
Post-arrest, few narcotics cases make it to formal prosecution.
Changes tied to leadership shifts (Ken Fox, Anita Alvarez, Eileen Burke) and marijuana law reform.
As of 2025, narcotics cases now comprise <20% of felony review, previously almost half pre-legalization.
Local Applications:
Similar patterns in District 11: Narcotics-related prosecutions have dropped sharply.
Suggests that official statistics may obscure real or persistent problems due to changes in what is counted.
Proposed Community Responses:
“Westside Block Club Initiative” - Organize support and funding for grassroots block clubs; proven model for reclaiming neighborhoods.
Political organizing potential: Well-organized block clubs can increase influence on local resource distribution and city policy.
	Discussions: Why does this problem disproportionately affect this neighborhood?
Responses cited:
Officer shortages
Fewer applicants of color for police positions
Overstrain and stress in community/families
Targeted activity by outsiders exploiting these vulnerabilities
Multiple structural/interlocking causes (property taxes, local politics, resource allocation)
Board stressed holding elected officials accountable (references to Jason Ervin and property taxes).
	Votes: Public meetings changed to first Monday of each month until December. All three district council members voted yes.

	NEXT MEETING DATE: 9/15/2024
	NEXT MEETING LOCATION if available: Legler Library 
	0##: 011
	DC Chair:  Bryan Ramson Jr.
	DC Member 2: Nominating Committee: Jocelyn Woodards
	DC Member 3: Community Engagement: Alees Edwards
	Minutes approval: Meeting minutes from July 10, 2025 motioned by Councilperson Ramson and second by Councilperson Woodards. 

Meeting minutes from August 8, 2025 motioned by Councilperson Ramson and second by Councilperson Woodards.
	End time: 19:28
	Q-yes: On
	Q-no: Off


