City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: [ Regular = Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 10/10/2025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: 214 N. Homan (Breakthrough)
MEETING START TIME: 5:00 pm

Attendance & Quorum

OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.
District Council Member Name
Chair: Bryan Ramson Jr.

Nominating Committee: Jocelyn Woodards

Attendance

Present: m Remote: [0 Absent: [J
Present: 0 Remote: Absent: []
Community Engagement: Alees Edwards Present: | Remote: [1 Absent: []

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O
Public Comment

No comments.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

Meeting minutes tabled until public meeting on 10/10/2025.

District Council Member Updates

No updates.




Discussions

Recent violent altercation between CPD (Chicago Police Department) and community members, captured on video.
Key parties: Chester (peacekeeper and community member) and Douglas (on the ground during incident).

Alees’s Report & Groundwork

Elise interviewed Chester (but not Douglas).

Chester was attempting to film the altercation.

Claims he was not given a chance to comply with police commands, then was aggressively pushed.

Result: Sustained physical injuries (contusions, busted eye/lip); delayed access to medical care (~30 mins).

Expressed concern over negative media framing (“peacekeeper swings at CPD").

Wants to clear his name and see a thorough investigation; maintains he has no criminal record and supports five children.

CPD position: Cannot comment on open investigations; legal protections stressed for officers.

COPA (Civilian Office of Police Accountability)

Alees opened a case and submitted video to COPA.

FOIA requested for all CPD material submitted to COPA.

Delays in receiving FOIA records; awaiting lawyer follow-up and document circulation once received.

Extended Discussion: Role of the District Council

Jocelyn: Called for establishing a clear, stepwise protocol for Council responses to such incidents. Concerned about being seen as
“ambulance chasers” without a defined process.

Alees: Stressed need for immediate response when incidents arise; acknowledged accountability ‘comes to her’ but is not actively sought
out.

Emphasized the role of police accountability, public safety, and restorative justice.

Personal approach: Direct fact-finding with individuals involved before public or press actions.

Jocelyn: Highlighted uneven Council reactions to police brutality vs. community violence ("black on black” crime), calling for balanced
accountability.

Acknowledgement that public safety responses (vigils, events, etc.) do happen but are less visible/publicized compared to police incidents.

Next Steps & Protocol

Consensus: Need for a repeatable protocol for incident response; protocol development to be scheduled for an upcoming planning session.
Broad agreement to formalize steps (fact-finding, communication, public statements, etc.) for future cases.

Suggestion to make protocol and response approaches part of November/December planning.

Press Release & Community Messaging

Press release was drafted; being revised to describe Chester as a regular community member (removing specific reference to peacekeeper
role to avoid unwanted scrutiny).

Discussion about media coverage, relevance, and timing: Noted that media interest may be low due to concurrent national/federal events
(government shutdown, National Guard deployment, threats toward local officials).

Agreed on the importance of rapid response for public attention, but also the need not to “ambulance chase.”

ICE & Know Your Rights Initiatives

ICE Issues in the District

Noted uptick in community trauma linked to ICE enforcement in District 11.
Chronic concern: Repeated detentions/pick-ups of local residents by ICE.

Know Your Rights Workshops

Jocelyn: Provided multilingual (18 languages) “Know Your Rights” materials from the American Labor Movement; expressed willingness to
provide resources and coordinate training.

Council: Enthusiastic agreement to organize Know Your Rights workshops, focusing on both immigration (ICE) and police encounters.
Emphasis: Black community specifically needs greater engagement with this education effort.

Collaboration: Plans to integrate Latino and Black community organizations (e.g., Latino Policy, outreach through Elise’s black-brown
coalition efforts).

Format: Sessions could be in-person or hybrid (Zoom); combine resources for maximum reach.

Timing: Suggestion to hold the workshop in November, possibly as a dedicated “Know Your Rights” meeting.

Federal Context

Federal government shutdown impacting union members, contractors, and local residents.

Additional context: National focus on federal/local friction (e.g., threats to arrest Chicago’s mayor/governor, National Guard deployment).
Suggestion: Hold off on direct ICE response until the situation clarifies (court stays, evolving policy).

Town Hall Planning

Background & Purpose

Previous intent: Organize a town hall with Mayor Johnson and other west side districts (Districts 10, 11, 15, 25).

Purpose: Raise citywide and police issues (summer “takeovers,” shootings, public safety).

Discussion:

Questioned relevance of town hall at this moment given shifting circumstances (decline in public events, increased focus on federal issues,
ongoing national emergencies).

Noted abundance of previous town halls without visible results; skepticism about effectiveness unless clear actionable goals are set.




Votes

No votes.

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 10/20/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  Legler Library

District Council ended the meeting at: 6:06 pm
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Chester was attempting to film the altercation.
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Personal approach: Direct fact-finding with individuals involved before public or press actions.
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Next Steps & Protocol
Consensus: Need for a repeatable protocol for incident response; protocol development to be scheduled for an upcoming planning session. Broad agreement to formalize steps (fact-finding, communication, public statements, etc.) for future cases.
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Press Release & Community Messaging
Press release was drafted; being revised to describe Chester as a regular community member (removing specific reference to peacekeeper role to avoid unwanted scrutiny).
Discussion about media coverage, relevance, and timing: Noted that media interest may be low due to concurrent national/federal events (government shutdown, National Guard deployment, threats toward local officials).
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ICE & Know Your Rights Initiatives
ICE Issues in the District
Noted uptick in community trauma linked to ICE enforcement in District 11.
Chronic concern: Repeated detentions/pick-ups of local residents by ICE.

Know Your Rights Workshops
Jocelyn: Provided multilingual (18 languages) “Know Your Rights” materials from the American Labor Movement; expressed willingness to provide resources and coordinate training.
Council: Enthusiastic agreement to organize Know Your Rights workshops, focusing on both immigration (ICE) and police encounters.
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Timing: Suggestion to hold the workshop in November, possibly as a dedicated “Know Your Rights” meeting.

Federal Context
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