City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 11/18/2025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS:  six Corners Chamber of Commerce 4054 N Milwaukee
MEETING START TIME: 6:38 pm

Attendance & Quorum

OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.
District Council Member Name
Chair: Daniel Martin

Community Engagement: Colleen Dillon

Attendance

Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: =
Present: 1 Remote: [1 Absent: =
Nominating Committee: Colleen Murphy Present: m Remote: L1 Absent: [

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

No public Comment




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

October Meeting approved Daniel Martin Yay and Colleen Murphy yay

District Council Member Updates

See discussions




Discussions

Chicago Police District Strategic Plans (DSPs)

Overview of the Chicago Police Department's DSP (District Strategic Plan)

Community-driven blueprints, lasting one year, for setting each district’s crime reduction and engagement priorities.

Community input sought through a series of meetings; additional input encouraged via QR code on flyer.

Encouragement for residents to provide input, since some neighborhoods are underrepresented.

3. Community Commission for Public Safety and Accountability (CCPSA)

Noted leadership change: Anthony Driver stepped down as chairman to run for Congress but remains a member.

Romeo Terry (vice chair) is now serving as acting chair, bringing prior experience as vice chair and interim chair.

4. Recent Notable Crime Events in the 16th District :Tony’s Deli Robbery (Ruthless Highway). Armed robbery covered in local news.
Community rallied to support Tony's Deli after the robbery; store reopened the next morning and was crowded with supportive customers
that weekend.

Police have several leads; investigation ongoing.

B. Cook County State's Attorney Victim Witness Unit Presentation

Speakers:

Kelsey Green, Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office Victim Witness Unit

1. Mission & Scope

Mission Statement: To enhance prosecution efforts by delivering high-quality services in advocacy and court support to crime victims and
witnesses.

Coverage: All major Cook County courthouses (26th Street, Domestic Violence, Skokie, Maywood, Markham, others). Services begin
post-charge (not during policing/investigation phase).

2. Services Provided

Guidance Through the Criminal Justice System:

Clarification of unfamiliar legal terms and proceedings for victims/witnesses.

Explanation of victims’ rights—often overlooked compared to defendants' rights.

Emotional and Practical Support: Counseling referrals, housing assistance, connection to victim-focused community programs.
Preparation and assistance with victim impact statements for sentencing. Interventions with employers, schools, and landlords to prevent
undue hardship for victims/witnesses needing to attend court.

Crisis intervention and de-escalation support, especially during emotionally charged moments or trials. Safety Planning and Protective
Orders:

Assistance in obtaining court orders: Orders of protection (domestic cases); Stalking/No Contact Orders; Civil No Contact Orders (e.g., sex
crime cases).

U Visa certification process support for immigrant victims.

Coordination for relocation and emergency housing when victim safety is at risk. Case Communication: Victims signed up for Find Link
automated notifications on court dates, custody status, and defendant release.

Regular updates to victims about case proceedings and outcomes.

Help with crime victim compensation applications (medical expenses, lost wages,funeral/memorial costs).Safe waiting spaces at
courthouses to minimize contact with defendants and their families.

Support Groups & Specialized Assistance

Monthly homicide victim support groups (including Spanish-speaking group).Open to all homicide survivors, even if the case is not charged.
Specialized advocates for different types of crimes—homicide, sex crimes, post-conviction, etc.

Availability of language services: Staff fluent in Spanish, Arabic, access to language lines for others (e.g., Cantonese).

4. New Initiatives & Operational Details

Transportation:

Launching a partnership with Uber (starting January 2026) for vetted, documented rides to court—expected to replace unreliable cabs.
Growing Staff:

Over 100,000 victims and families served in 2024; staff numbers increased to over 70 victim specialists, with ongoing interviews, mostly
supported by personnel with social work, forensic psychology, or related backgrounds.

Staff-to-case ratios identified as an ongoing challenge due to high caseloads (some starting specialists had 400+ cases).

Courthouse Therapy Dog (“Hattie”):

Full-time at Cook County State Attorney's Office, primarily assisting minors in sex crime cases or mentally disabled adult victims, both in
preparation and on the stand. Trained via Duo Dogs; handler model ensures stability and continuity.

Plans to expand animal-assisted support due to Hattie’s upcoming retirement and high demand.

6. Gaps and Challenges

The office only gets involved post-charging; for victims during police investigations or in cases where no charges are brought, obtaining
support is less structured and requires seeking external advocacy, often requiring self-initiative.

Victim support is best coordinated when there is an arrest and charges, though the police distribute a “victim information notice” at the time
of reporting, including resources and hotline numbers.

The ratio of specialists to cases means some victims interact frequently, others less so, often depending on the severity and nature of the
crime.

7. Audience Q&A

Discussed mental health support and links to external counseling/recovery resources; many specialists have mental health backgrounds.
Court attendance: Legal protections for subpoenaed victims/witnesses; employer compliance explained.

Support with documentation and intervention for those facing work conflicts.

Virtual attendance: Some judges allow family presence via Zoom during status dates; testimony and trials still generally require in-person
attendance, subject to court/judge policies.

Early intervention: Support during pre-charge investigation phase handled by police, detectives, community organizations.

Concerns raised about restorative justice outcomes and perceptions of justice for victims; acknowledged as a topic of ongoing discussion.




Votes

none

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE:  12/9/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  Hiaatha Park 829 Forest Preserve

District Council ended the meeting at: 7:29 pm
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