City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 10/20/2025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS:  Legler Library 115 S. Pulaski

MEETING START TIME: 6:31pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Bryan Ramson Jr. Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Nominating Committee: Jocelyn Woodards Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [

Community Engagement: Alees Edwards Present: | Remote: [1 Absent: []

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O
Public Comment

Community members, including elders, noted decades of abusive policing and lack of
structural change.

Calls for more effective removal of problematic officers from active duty.

Deep concern about lack of effective oversight and perceived reluctance to remove
bad apples, even after multiple complaints or recorded misconduct.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

Councilor Woodards motioned to approve meeting minutes for September 15, 2025.
Councilor Ramson seconded.

District Council Member Updates

Town Hall info for October 22, 2025:

Carlton Mayers event at Collins High School, 6:30pm, focused on federal agents
impact on Black Chicagoans.




Discussions

Excessive Use of Force Incident in the 11th District:

A video was circulated among council members and the public depicting a violent
altercation between Chicago Police Department (CPD) officers and several individuals.
Date of incident: Conflicting references to September 21 or 22, 2025.

Location: 200 South Campbell.

Community reaction: Strong outrage; video shared widely on social media.

Details from Discussion:

Eyewitness (Chester) felt violated by police actions but also acknowledged one should not
strike an officer; sought to have his name cleared in public perception.

The district council expressed concern over the use of force, questioning proportionality
and suggesting police response escalated rather than de-escalated the situation.

Noted that the officer involved in the physical altercation was also aggressive in a
subsequent interaction.

General consensus among council members that the response from CPD was excessive
and not in line with expectations for community engagement.

Community and Member Observations:

Historic patterns noted: Ongoing issues with specific officers in 11th district and lack of
adequate departmental response.

Frustration voiced over repeated cycles of abuse and administrative inaction.

The role of body-worn cameras acknowledged as beneficial for accountability.
Generational trauma and continued distrust toward law enforcement highlighted by several
community members.

COPA s Role & Process (Mackenzie Thurman, Manager of Legislative Affairs)
Overview of COPA

COPA = Civilian Office of Police Accountability, independent city agency with a defined
jurisdiction over administrative investigations of police misconduct (not criminal
investigations).

Relevant jurisdiction includes: excessive force, bias-based verbal abuse, coercion, and
Fourth Amendment violations (improper searches/seizures).

Key Process Points

All complaints are received and triaged by COPA, sometimes forwarded from the Inspector
General or CPD.

COPA determines if allegations fall within their investigative scope.

For qualifying cases (as with this incident), COPA conducts:

Witness interviews

Video collection and review (including body-worn camera footage for different
perspectives)

Contextual investigation (what happened leading up to the event)

Final findings lead to a disciplinary recommendation to the Police Superintendent, who
may agree or disagree.

Officers have robust due process rights, often leading to long resolution timelines.




Votes

No votes.

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 11/17/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  Legler Library 115 S. Pulaski

District Council ended the meeting at: 7:23 pm
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