City of Chicago
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

	MEETING TYPE
	Regular Meeting

	MEETING DATE
	Thursday, August 28, 2025

	MEETING LOCATION
	DePaul College Prep

	TIME CALLED TO ORDER
	6:41 PM



ATTENDANCE:
	Commissioner Name
	Present or Absent / In-Person or Remote

	Aaron Gottlieb
	Present, Virtual

	Abierre Minor
	Present, In-Person

	Angel Rubi Navarijo
	Present, In-Person

	Anthony Driver, Jr. – President, Chair
	Present, In-Person

	Gina Piemonte
	Present, In-Person

	Remel Terry – Vice President
	Present, In-Person

	Sandra Wortham
	Present, In-Person



QUORUM PRESENT: Yes.
Acronyms:
CCPSA = Community Commission for Public Safety and Accountability

COPA = Civilian Office of Police Accountability

CPD = Chicago Police Department

IMT = Independent Monitoring Team

OAG = Office of Attorney General

PB = Police Board

I. President Driver called the meeting to order. 

II. President Driver called the roll and established the quorum. 

III. The Commission held a public comment session. Five (5) speakers offered comments. 
Public comment may be found in writing via meeting transcripts here: City of Chicago :: Meeting Archive. Public comment may also be viewed at the Chicago CCPSA YouTube page: www.youtube.com/@chicagoccpsa.

IV. Approval of the Minutes 

President Driver called for a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on July 31. Commissioner Wortham requested the minutes include further detail and summarization from the debate held on Commissioners’ traffic stops policy positions. President Driver agreed with Commissioner Wortham’s request and called for a motion to table the minutes to the September meeting. Vice President Terry seconded the motion. There was no further debate on the matter, and the motion passed 7-0. 

V. New Business

No new business. 

VI. Reports and Updates 

CPD Budget

Commissioner Gottlieb provided an update on the Commission’s annual review of CPD’s proposed budget.

By ordinance, the Commission has the power and duty before a City Council vote on CPD’s budget, to review and, if needed, recommend changes to the proposed CPD budget appropriation every year. The Commission’s review of CPD’s budget is guided by the Commission’s purpose listed in the ordinance, including increasing public safety, building trust between communities and CPD, increasing the efficient use of public safety resources, and encouraging preventative, proactive, community-based, and evidence-based approaches to public safety. 

Since 2022, the Commission has released a yearly Budget Report that highlights the Commission’s identified priority areas for strategic investments in CPD’s budget. Some of these priority areas for progress have included workforce allocation, community policing, training and leadership development, legal judgments, data reporting and transparency, victim services, and work conditions and facilities.

Community input is essential as we consider CPD’s budget for 2026. Commissioner Gottlieb shared the Commission’s intention to hear from community members on what they think should be reflected in CPD’s budget and asked community members to follow the Commission’s social media channels to stay up to date on the Commission’s budget engagement and outreach. 

To view previous years Budget Reports, please visit the Commission’s website: https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/ccpsa.html. 

COPA Chief Search

Vice President Terry provided an update on the COPA Chief Administrator search.

Vice President Terry announced that the application for the next Civilian Office of Public Safety and Accountability, Chief Administrator, is now open. Applications will be accepted until October 3rd.

The Commission is looking for a strong and principled leader with integrity and sound judgement to serve as the next Chief of COPA. COPA plays a critical role in the City’s accountability system. It is an independent civilian led agency that investigates allegations of police misconduct, including excessive force, officer-involved shootings, deaths in custody, sexual misconduct, and bias-based verbal abuse. In addition to investigating serious incidents, COPA identifies patterns of misconduct and issues policy recommendations to strengthen public trust and improve policing practices.

The next COPA Chief will lead a team of about 140 professionals across investigative, legal, and administrative divisions assuring that investigations are fair, thorough, and timely, while also driving systemic reforms. The Chief will work to build constructive relationships with law enforcement and community stakeholders.
Ideal candidates will be attorneys or experienced investigators with significant expertise in criminal, civil rights, or labor law, or in law enforcement oversight.

Vice President Terry also shared that the Commission continues to receive feedback from the community as to what they would like to see in the next COPA chief. All this feedback will be used to inform the Commission’s evaluation of candidates. The Commission will provide another update at the September meeting.  

For more information on the Commission’s COPA Chief Administrator search and the Community Feedback survey, please visit the Commission’s website: https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/ccpsa/supp_info/COPASearch0.html.

Traffic Stops Policy

Commissioner Wortham provided an update on the Commission’s traffic stops work.

On April 21st, the City of Chicago submitted two versions of a draft traffic stops policy to the Illinois Attorney General and the Independent Monitor in the Consent Decree between the City of Chicago and the State of Illinois. One version is from CPD, and one is from the Commission. The Commission’s version includes most of the language from CPD’s version, but with some changes that a majority of Commissioners think are very important. 
  
The policies were submitted to the Attorney General and the Independent Monitor because more than a year ago, the Independent Monitor recommended to the judge in the Consent Decree case that traffic stops by the Chicago Police Department be included in the Consent Decree. That would mean that changes to CPD’s traffic stops policy would be made through the procedures laid out in the Consent Decree and would be overseen by the Independent Monitor and the federal judge in the case.  

On July 31, 2025, the Commission voted on several items intended to provide direction to the Policy Working Group, which consists of me and Commissioner Terry. The CPD Policy Working Group Commissioners will use the Commission’s current positions related and can continue to work on policy development with CPD and represent the Commission in the traffic stop consent decree negotiations.  

At the last Commission meeting, five Commissioners supported limiting traffic stops for some types of traffic offenses. For example, five Commissioners support prohibiting traffic stops when a drivers’ registration sticker is expired for one year or less. These five Commissioners also supported prohibiting stops when a license plate is incorrectly fastened but can still be seen. These five Commissioners also voted to support exceptions to this traffic stop limitations. For example, police officers can make these types of traffic stops, for an expired registration or an improperly displayed license plate if the officer makes a determination that they have reasonable articulable suspicion or probable cause of serious criminal activity. 

The votes were as follows: 
Prevailing Vote 1: Members of the Chicago Police Department shall be prohibited from conducting a traffic stop or temporarily detaining the driver of a vehicle that is not a commercial, livery, or chauffeured vehicle for any of the following violations: 
 
1. A missing or improperly displayed front license plate, so long as the vehicle has a properly displayed rear license plate 
2. A displayed registration sticker that has expired within one year 
3. Improper license plate fastening or positioning, where the license plate is otherwise clearly displayed 
4. Improper rear-license-plate illumination 
5. One non-functioning headlight, taillight or brake light, during daylight, if the vehicle has at least one functioning headlight, taillight and brake light 
6. Operating a vehicle with a loud sound system 
 
Exception: CPD can conduct any of the aforementioned six stops if an officer is acting upon reasonable articulable suspicion or probable cause of serious criminal activity 
 
PASSED, 5-2 with Commissioner Terry and Wortham casting the “no” votes.  

Prevailing Vote 2: Chicago Police Department members will not request or conduct a consent search of a motor vehicle or its driver or occupants during a traffic stop unless a member is acting upon Reasonable Articulable Suspicion or Probable Cause of suspected criminal activity distinct from the basis of the initial traffic stop. 
 
PASSED, 6-1 with Commissioner Wortham casting the “no” vote. 

Commissioner Wortham further stated that moving forward, the discussions with the Attorney General, CPD, and the Independent Monitor will reflect the position of the Commission as established by these votes. The process of developing a final traffic stops policy is ongoing, the Commission may revisit and revise its position until the final policy is adopted. Commissioners will continue to work with the Chicago Police Department, Attorney General, and the Independent Monitor to gather input and support the development of the best possible framework for traffic stops. 
 
The votes that the Commission took on specific policy prescriptions are to provide directions to the policy working group as Commissioners Terry and Wortham negotiate on the Commission’s behalf. The Commission encourages the public to continue sharing their feedback related to traffic stop policy.

The full vote and debate from the July 31, 2025 Meeting may be viewed at the Chicago CCPSA YouTube page: https://www.youtube.com/@chicagoccpsa. To view both CPD and the Commission’s draft traffic stops policies, please visit the CCPSA website: https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/ccpsa/supp_info/traffic-stop-policy.html. The debate may also be found in writing via meeting transcripts here: City of Chicago :: Meeting Archive.

Statement from President Driver

President Driver announced that on August 27, 2025, he announced his resignation as president of the Commission to his fellow Board members. President Driver stated that he will continue to serve on the Commission, but not in his current capacity as president. President Driver stated it has been an honor to serve as the inaugural president of the interim Commission and then serving as president of the first permanent Commission and to see the work the Commission has done with the gang database and taking a government body that did not exist and trying to build it up to something that is legitimate. President Driver stated that he was absolutely committed to this work, but it was unfair to remain in his position as other commitments have grown. 

President Driver noted that Vice President Terry has been a great partner and has worked since the interim Commission through to the permanent Commission. President Driver expressed his hope that Vice President Terry will become the next president of the Commission. 

President Driver thanked the public and District Council members who nominated him and reiterated that he was not stepping off the Commission and will continue to serve on working groups and in every capacity as he is able to as a commissioner. 

VII. [bookmark: _Hlk139454499]Announcement of the Next Meeting

President Driver announced that the next meeting will be Thursday, September 25 at Kennedy-King College. 

VIII. Close

The meeting was adjourned at 7:11PM
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