
City of Chicago 
DISTRICT COUNCIL #  

COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

MEETING MINUTES 

MEETING TYPE: ☐ Regular  ☐ Special  ☐ Closed 
MEETING DATE:  
MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS:  
MEETING START TIME:  

Attendance & Quorum 
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person. 
District Council Member Name Attendance 
Chair: Present: ☐    Remote: ☐    Absent: ☐ 

Present: ☐    Remote: ☐    Absent: ☐ 
Present: ☐    Remote: ☐    Absent: ☐ 

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: ☐ No: ☐

Public Comment 



Approval of Minutes 
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.  
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval. 

District Council Member Updates 



Discussions 

 

 



Votes 

 
 

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting 

NEXT MEETING DATE:  
NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  

 
District Council ended the meeting at: ______ 

 


	MEETING TYPE: On
	Regular: Off
	Special: Off
	MEETING DATE: August 28, 2025
	MEETING LOCATION  ADDRESS: 1333 N. Laramie (LaFollette Park)
	MEETING START TIME: 18:10
	Present: Off
	Remote: Off
	Absent: On
	Present_2: On
	Remote_2: Off
	Absent_2: Off
	Present_3: On
	Remote_3: Off
	Absent_3: Off
	Public Comment: No Comment

	District Council Member Updates: Black and Brown Unity Initiatives:
Increased community tension noted, especially between Black and Brown community members in the 25th District.
District Council to launch a "Unity Campaign" aimed at bridging divides and fostering solidarity, emphasized to be ongoing beyond a single event.
Upcoming plans for a harvest festival at LaFollette Park in November, focusing on unity and healing, with resources provided to the community.

Support for Victims’ Families:
Regular communication maintained with Tabitha, the mother of Nathaniel, who was murdered in 2025.
Ongoing efforts to connect family with resources and therapy services.
G1-11 request filed with CPD Commander for updated information on Nathaniel's case.

Engagement and Resource Distribution:
Successful back-to-school fair held in Hermosa/Belmont Cragin (Summer 2025), in partnership with State Rep. Will Pizzardi, State Sen. Graciela Guzman, and other officials; served approximately 700 families; distributed about 1,000 backpacks.
Similar collaborations expected to continue, particularly to mitigate financial hardships in the community.

Sickle Cell Awareness:
District Council organized a sickle cell blood drive to raise awareness, emphasizing the disproportionate impact on Black and Brown communities.
Drives provide both critical blood donations and support/visibility for people living with the disease.

Peace and Mobilization Events:
Numerous pop-ups and "peace events" held, though council members stressed the importance of ensuring tangible, lasting impact from these efforts, rather than mere visibility.

Know Your Rights and Community Empowerment Training:
Ongoing and past training sessions held on topics like: "Know Your Rights," gun safety, cannabis, Stop the Bleed, and CPR.
Notable attendance at Know Your Rights trainings: 70–80 in-person, ~300 via Zoom.
Trainings often co-sponsored by local elected officials, with broad outreach through newsletters, websites, canvassing, and partner organizations.
Recognition that such trainings are in especially high demand given current political climate and reported threats of increased federal and National Guard presence in Chicago.
Rapid response teams coordinate with elected officials and ICIRR (Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights) to monitor ICE sightings and distribute rights literature.

	Discussions: Vote of No Confidence: Detective John Foster
Background:

Detective John Foster, Area 5, subject of 69 allegations of misconduct, with 3 sustained and one resulting in suspension.
Allegations resulted in approximately $3.5 million in city settlements.
High-profile wrongful conviction case (Mr. Jackson: 20+ years in jail, later found not guilty).
The issue raised by both internal council members and external community, with other district councils (especially 14th and 17th) encouraging action.
Discussion:

Council recognizes no formal administrative authority over police appointments but asserts its role as a voice for accountability and transparency.
Emphasis on need for systemic change and that no individual (including law enforcement) is above the law.
Noted that Foster is currently the only active officer implicated, but other involved officers must also be held accountable.
Action:

The council formally voted "no confidence" in Detective John Foster.
Committed to urging other District Councils and the city’s commission to support accountability and elevate the issue.
	Votes: --None


	NEXT MEETING DATE: 9/24/2025
	NEXT MEETING LOCATION if available: (Northwest Community Church) 5318 W. Diversey
	0##: 025
	DC Chair:  Jacob Arena
	DC Member 2: Community Engagement: Saul Arellano
	DC Member 3: Nominating Commitee: Angelica Green
	Minutes approval: -Minutes for July 31, 2025
-Motioned by Councilperson Arellano, second by Councilperson Green
-Approved by two DC'S.


	End time: 18:54
	Q-yes: On
	Q-no: Off


