
City of Chicago 
DISTRICT COUNCIL #  

COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

MEETING MINUTES 

MEETING TYPE: ☐ Regular  ☐ Special  ☐ Closed 
MEETING DATE:  
MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS:  
MEETING START TIME:  

Attendance & Quorum 
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person. 
District Council Member Name Attendance 
Chair: Present: ☐    Remote: ☐    Absent: ☐ 

Present: ☐    Remote: ☐    Absent: ☐ 
Present: ☐    Remote: ☐    Absent: ☐ 

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: ☐ No: ☐

Public Comment 



Approval of Minutes 
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.  
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval. 

District Council Member Updates 



Discussions 

 

 



Votes 

 
 

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting 

NEXT MEETING DATE:  
NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  

 
District Council ended the meeting at: ______ 

 


	MEETING TYPE: On
	Regular: Off
	Special: Off
	MEETING DATE: 9/18/2025
	MEETING LOCATION  ADDRESS: 415 N. Laclaire
	MEETING START TIME: 17:59
	Present: On
	Remote: Off
	Absent: Off
	Present_2: On
	Remote_2: Off
	Absent_2: Off
	Present_3: On
	Remote_3: Off
	Absent_3: Off
	Public Comment: No comments.
	District Council Member Updates: High volume of requests from different organizations; importance of boundaries for council members.
NAACP made a recent fundraising request.
Carjacking reported on the speaker's block involving Latino residents, who may be avoiding contact due to fears related to ICE or safety.
Maintains council newsletter, including links to meeting recordings (YouTube) and survey QR codes.
Public Safety Survey: Seeks feedback on council’s progress regarding public safety and police accountability.
Anonymous “Contact Us” card: Allows community input without attending meetings, especially for those uncomfortable with police presence.
Maintains a data repository for community issues (e.g., trespassing, noise).
Announced an upcoming “Know Your Rights” workshop at the Rudis Center (5044 West Madison), focused on teaching residents about their legal rights and how to influence CPD public policies as enabled by the consent decree.
Event includes guidance from a Consent Decree Coalition attorney.
Attendees will learn how to submit policy comments online to help shape local policing.
	Discussions: Restorative Tribunal Initiative – Insights and Development Updates
Background: Recap of prior efforts centered around “tribunal” for conflict mediation, with input from Marcia Thompson, esq. (civil rights attorney; pioneered Chicago’s first conflict mediation program now run by COPA).
Development Process:
Consultations included Marcia, restorative justice conferences, and district council meetings with community input.
Original scope focused on community-police issues, now expanded to community-to-community disputes.
Key Recommendations from Marcia Thompson:
Develop a clear mission statement and program name.
Define focus and scope: narrow initial focus, clarify types of conflicts addressed.
Training/focus areas for tribunal members.
Build community, police, and institutional buy-in.

Core Structural Decisions
a. Mission Statement
Popular Drafts Combined:
"To build a beloved community where youth, adults and elders work together to resolve harm, restore trust and strengthen relationships. This tribunal provides a restorative, non-punitive alternative to policing that centers healing, accountability and shared humanity."
Consensus: Positive reception of combined mission wording.
b. Program Naming
Feedback: "Tribunal" seen as harsh/legalistic.
Alternatives Debated: “Community Peace Circle,” “Neighborhood Justice Alliance.”
Selected Name: Community Peace and Justice Alliance.
Deliberation on including “Austin” or neighborhood specifics; ultimately decided, for broader applicability, to name it “Community Peace and Justice Alliance.”
c. Expansion of Tribunal/Alliance Scope
What Was Removed:
Block-level mediator network (deemed unmanageable).
Using tribunal to organize cleanups/resource sharing (outside primary purpose).
Resulting Focus Areas:
Addressing community-neighborhood disputes: noise, pets, parking, cleanliness.
Developing eligibility guidelines/templates for consistency.
Trauma-informed support and linkage to mental health resources.
Maintaining capacity to address low-level community-police issues if needed.
Partnership and buy-in (originally a separate line, merged for clarity).
d. Training and Capacity Building
Skill Themes Identified:
Restorative and non-violent conflict practices.
Trauma-informed, context-sensitive approaches.
Resource awareness and referrals.
Practical mediation/facilitation skills.
Civic literacy and rights awareness.
Cultural healing and relationship-building.
Priority: Community education and empowerment—participants should leave more informed and equipped to handle future conflicts.
e. Building Stakeholder Buy-In
Plan Elements:
Broad engagement: youth, elders, renters, homeowners, landlords, community leaders.
Re-frame police as partners in non-enforcement, restorative roles.
Public pilot sessions and storytelling for impact.
Incentive involvement (e.g., education credits, diversion, employment roles).
Visibility/education campaigns via local venues and “ambassadors.”
Movement to actively engage faith-based groups (Minister/Ministers’ Coalition).
Strategic Partnerships and Referrals
RJ (Restorative Justice) Courts Alignment:
Edwina (RJ courts) expressed interest in referring low-level, non-criminal disputes (e.g., neighbor, landlord-tenant) to the new Alliance; highlighted limited department capacity.
Discussion on mediation training needs (noting Marcia’s 40-hour course); preference for participants already active in restorative justice due to feasibility.



	Votes: No votes.
	NEXT MEETING DATE: October 16,2025
	NEXT MEETING LOCATION if available: 5101 W. Harrison
	0##: 015
	DC Chair:  Carmelita Earls
	DC Member 2: Nominating Committee: Karen Winters
	DC Member 3: Community Engagement: Deondre Rutues
	Minutes approval: Approved minutes from public meeting on August 14, 2025
DC Member that made the motion to approve Rutues motioned, Najm-Ekua second.
All 3 DC's voted yes
Minutes have been approved
	End time: 19:14
	Q-yes: On
	Q-no: Off


