City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 9/28/2025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS:  Indo American Indo-American Center, 6328 N California Ave

MEETING START TIME: 3:08 pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Veronica Arreola Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Nominator: Rev. Marilyn Pagan- Banks Present: 1 Remote: Absent: [
Community Engagement: Keola Jean- Joseph Present: W Remote: [J Absent: [J

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

Summary of public comments: No public Comments




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

None

District Council Member Updates

Councilor Jean Joseph: Presented at quarterly district council meeting.

Made a proposal for commission hearings on alternative response models for CPD at
First Amendment demonstrations. QR code for proposal to be shared.

Joint district council discussion on:

Know Your Rights, Immigration, CPD and Welcoming City Ordinance updates
Community conversations:

Progress toward abolition

DC role in shielding neighbors from federal enforcement

Planning:

Ongoing scheduling of monthly district council meetings

COP Watch training requested and being organized — Marilyn has connections to help
with training coordination (potential topic for upcoming monthly meeting)

Councilor Arreola:

Attended the quarterly and joint meetings

Annual citywide DC meeting coming in October to set 2026 goals.

Attended recent DC training on CPD Bureau of Patrol and Counter terrorism (virtual).
Noted issues raised by families lacking support from detectives, esp. post-homicide
Detective training emphasized new Family Liaison Office program to address this
communication gap

If families don't get responses, community should contact councilors who can escalate
via known points of contact

Restorative Justice Community Court:

Advocacy ongoing for RJ court in area

Progress: Avondale court to include West Ridge (not geographically ideal); preference
remains for a court closer to West Ridge/Rogers Park

Uncertainty due to new county Chief Justice and State's Attorney opposition

Further updates to come as advocacy continues




Discussions

Know Your Rights Training Summary

1. Key Constitutional Rights Reviewed

Fourth Amendment: Protection against unreasonable search/seizure
Fifth Amendment: Right against self-incrimination (“plead the fifth”)
Sixth Amendment: Right to an attorney/counsel

2. "Magic Phrases” When Confronted by Police

Always start with: “Am | free to go?”

If yes—leave calmly.

If no—invoke rights.

If ambiguous—proactively invoke rights.

Next, state: “I will not talk. | want my lawyer.”

Do not rely on police to read you your rights (Miranda)—invoke them yourself.
Do not consent to any searches: Explicitly state “I do not consent to any searches.
3. Police Stops, Detention, Probable Cause

Applies to CPD, ICE, National Guard, etc.

“Probable cause” is often claimed by officers but must ultimately be judged in court.

Advice: Comply in the moment, complain later.

Prioritize safety and survival over contesting legality in the street.

4. Search Rules

Cars: More leeway for law enforcement to search; home offers stronger privacy protections (warrant needed)

Homes: Search requires signed judicial warrant (with date and specifics)

Never open the door to show the warrant—ask for it to be shown through a window or slid under the door

Always check the warrant for validity; officers may use fear/lack of knowledge to enter unlawfully

Marijuana Smell as Search Pretext: Law murky—“burnt” vs. “raw” smell, but in practice, difficult to challenge in real time

5. Identification

Not obligated to provide ID unless driving

Passengers, pedestrians not required to show ID

In ICE situations, unless presented with specific warrants, same general rules apply

Always cautious when reaching for ID to avoid escalation

6. Police Can Lie, You Cannot

Entrapment and misinformation tactics are legal for police: Saying nothing is preferable to risking a “false confession” or self-incrimination (Chicago is known for false confessions)
Do not provide additional information on hotline or in initial phone conversations—calls may be recorded/monitored by law enforcement

7. Call Protocol if Arrested (in Illinois)

Right to three phone calls in three hours

First: Lawyer (FDLA hotline: 1-800-LAW-REP-4)

Second: Loved one

Third: Another loved one (preferably someone able to pick you up)

If you fall asleep, clock pauses until you wake

Always re-invoke rights after asking for necessities (food, medication, etc.)8. Advice for Protesters/Community Watch

Always have someone filming interactions at protests—to document and for potential evidence in complaints

or misconduct cases

9. Hotline Use

FDLA hotline connects callers to free legal advice; expanded to cover misconduct/misuse by federal agents

and non-CPD local enforcement

When using FDLA hotline:

Share only name, birthday, and where detained

Calls are recorded; avoid sharing incriminating details

Guest Presentation: Magen Chicago — Community Safety and Drone Use

Presenter: Haim Niddic, President

A. Organization Overview

Based in Skokie, operational area includes Westridge/Rogers Park and Skokie; aims to expand Chicago presence

Volunteer-based (unpaid), most volunteers are community/family members

B. Core Activities

1. Synagogue Security Training:

Emphasis on emergency medical (Stop the Bleed, CPR), and “run/hide/fight” active shooter protocols

2. Community Safety Education: Over 450 free public classes (including Krav Maga for women/girls, home safety, carjacking prevention, opioid/Narcan training)
3. Patrols and Event Safety:

Non-confrontational patrols with “force multiplier” role

Drive marked vehicles (with green lights), wear yellow vests and badges

Prohibited from leaving vehicle unless medical emergency; do not engage with suspects, only record and report to police

Provide crowd safety support at events (e.g., recent Tui synagogue gathering with ~150 participants)

4. Search and Rescue:

Assists law enforcement in searching for lost individuals (children, adults with dementia/suicidal ideation); most recent successful find was two weeks ago
C. Drone Program

Purpose: Enhance event safety, search and rescue, and provide situational awareness (e.g., recent use scanning synagogue roofs for potential shooters)
Regulation: FAA licensed; all flights pre-programmed, with altitudes set above privacy thresholds (min 135ft, max 200ft), highest tree is 115ft

Record keeping: Flight logs available; FAA inspected site and reviewed protocols recently

Privacy Concerns:

Not permitted to photograph areas where privacy is expected (e.g., people’s backyards, homes)

Public access: Video is not made publicly available; complaints about misuse are handled via FAA reporting

Drones identifiable via FAA-required Remote ID (App available to public, but practical visual ID limited)

Availability of Flight Data:

District counselors requested access to flight logs for community transparency; Haim declined due to legal advice from FAA and legal counsel, stating accountability is solely to FAA and
flight logs are for their review

Community Collaboration:

Open to working more closely with district counselors but unable to share live flight data or non-public records due to counsel

Open to future discussion about office location in Chicago

D. Q&A Highlights

Addressed search and rescue role, controlling access to drones, and privacy

Community expressed concerns about potential for abuse, demand for transparency, and recourse if privacy suspected to be violated
Clarified legality of drone flights, privacy boundaries, and rationale for policies

Emphasized channels for FAA complaints and limitation of publicly available information

VI. Questions, Discussion, and Next Steps

A. Cop Watch and Training

Continuing to set up Cop Watch training in upcoming months (Marilyn to assist)

FDLA Hotline: 1-800-LAW-REP-4
Magen Chicago website: magenchicago.org (see Resources for drone SOPs)




Votes

none

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 10/21/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available): ~ warren Park

District Council ended the meeting at: 4:15pm
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