City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 8/24/2025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: A Just Harvest 7649 N Paulina St. Chicago 60626

MEETING START TIME: 3:01pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Veronica Arreola Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Nominator: Rev. Marilyn Pagan- Banks Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Community Engagement: Keo Jean- Joseph Present: W Remote: [J Absent: [J

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

Summary of public comments

Speaker 1: Addressed concerns about the expansion of federal and fascist forces in
Chicago; noted systemic issues rooted in gang and drug enforcement, as well as
policing of firearms. Critiqued the difference in community responses—mutual defense
for immigrant communities vs. just mutual aid for Black communities. Advocated for
broader mutual defense strategies.

Pam (Zoom): Cited at least three instances where calls to 911 went unanswered.
Raised public safety concerns, asked foraction in the council’s capacity.

Speaker 3. Noted high police presence at CTA stations but persistent open-air drug
use and lack of police response to it. Shared personal experience of nearly being
arrested for loitering despite lawful conduct.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

Minutes from the last quorum meeting (May 20, 2025)
presented for approval.

Motion: Marilyn

Second: Keo

District Council Member Updates

Summary of the monthly update from each member of the District Council

Veronica Arreola:

Managing ongoing G111 (information/data) requests with CPD.

Highlighted a recently completed, 18-month negotiation—district councilors can now request CPD info without
FOIA.

Working on expanding the Restorative Justice Community Court; Avondale Court’s jurisdiction now includes the
24th District as a result.

Involvement in the quarterly District Council Planning Committee.

Marilyn: Participated in the quarterly nominating committee, working to fill two commission seats (youth and North
Side).Committee revising applicant interview questions based on recent experience. Encourage community to
consider applying.

Committee cycles between periods of intense and less activity

Keo (detailed report):

Walk for Peace (July 6): Led by Chicago Votes in response to July 4th mass shooting (42 victims).

Community Engagement: Hosted first “Chat with the District Counselor” at Willie B. White Park; plans to expand
monthly. Led empowerment sessions with Grassroots Alliance for Police Accountability, Jewish Council on Urban
Affairs,Police Accountability, Jewish Council on Urban Affairs, Good Kids Mad City, focusing on policing history and
coalition building.

Zoning Update: Community engagement regarding a proposed dispensary in the 40th Ward (partly owned by nine
retired CPD officers). Community feedback led to rejection of zoning.

Alternative Community Violence Intervention: Conversations with stakeholders about alternatives to CPD at
protests proposal for commission consideration in progress.

Magen Security (Private Security Discussion):Recently expanded into 24th District; provides “safety
patrols.”Volunteer-led, unarmed, does not leave vehicles; main action is to observe and call CPD.

Employ commercial drones for situational awareness, FAA licensed, video stored 30 days unless needed for
operations (no clear answer on extended retention). Ongoing questions about data access for district counselors
and privacy protections.

Policy Review Announcements:

Public comment open for various CPD directives: Prohibitions on Racial Profiling and Biased Policing: closes
September 22

Protection of Human Rights: closes September 22 De-Escalation/Use of Force: closes September 26 Participants
can comment at chicagopolice.org/policyreview.




Discussions

Summary of discussions

Presentation: Treatment Not Trauma (JCUA/IPG)

Presenters:

Ishaan (he/him, Institute for Public Good, Treatment Not Trauma)

Caroline (she/her, Jewish Council on Urban Affairs, Mondale Christian Legal Center)

Background & History Chicago once had 19 public mental health centers (1973—early

2000s); most closed under Mayors Daley/Rahm to save budget.

Closure led to increase in 911 calls for mental health, housing,and food crises.

Responsibility for mental health crisis response shifted inappropriately to police.

Current State & Funding Concerns : Federal cuts impacting CDPH and services (Medicaid, SNAP,
grants) 84% of CDPH budget federally funded; city budget only

$76M compared to $2B for CPD.DFSS (Department of Family & Support Services): 80% federally
funded. Cuts will increase crises citywide and burden police/logistical support systems even more.
Presented data on the inefficiency and disparity of current

funding allocations.

Alternatives & Impactful Programs: Guaranteed income: Shown to decrease violence.
Peacekeeping: Community-based interventions (e.g., Peacebook initiative) reduce gun violence by
40%.These programs include employing youth in prevention and support activities. Non-police crisis
response services: Existing but limited in hours and area;need to expand to 24/7/365 citywide.
Proposal/Ask

Divert at least $300M (from current CPD vacancies/OT) toward:

$52M: Preserve essential public health services

$100M: Scale up public mental health centers & nonpolice crisis response

$22M: Fund peacekeeping (Peacebook, youth activity programs)

$25M: Fund new ambulance rigs & fire department staffing needs The approach: Shift policing line
item surpluses/unfilled positions to fund non-policing safety measures

Frustrations voiced regarding both the lack of informationsharing with officers and community
privacy concerns; limitations placed on district officers by administrative

systems were noted.

Request remains for further transparency and for Bureau of

Detectives to address the registry/practices in a future

meeting.

Cameras:

No registry of camera locations or sharing agreements

maintained by district officers; Bureau of Detectives

maintains a registry, but details and access procedures

are not district-level.

24th District reportedly has 152 camera locations

registered via the citywide program, but specifics are not

public for privacy/security reasons.

Officers cannot directly access footage or any

continuous feed, only what is willingly given for specific

incidents.

Officers canvas crime scenes, inquire in person if

residents/businesses are willing to share security

footage.

No one is obligated to assist or provide footage; refusals

are respected.




Votes

Summary of votes taken. For each vote, type in the following information:

1. Description of the motion (e.g. “Motion to decide on positions”)

2. Member making the motion (e.g. “Moved by Member A”)

3. Summary of any debate or discussion

4. How each member voted (e.g. “Yes votes — Members A, B; No votes — Member C”)
5. Result of the vote (wins or fails)

No additional votes taken

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE:  9/28/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  Indo American Center

District Council ended the meeting at: 4:03 pm
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