
 

CITY OF CHICAGO 

DISTRICT COUNCIL 018 

COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

Meeting Type: ☒ Regular ☐ Special ☐ Closed 
Date: October 28, 2025 
Location: Anti-Cruelty Society, Chicago, IL 
Start Time: 6:09 PM Adjournment: 7:45 PM 
Attendance: 40 participants via Zoom; approximately 51 in-person attendees 

 

Attendance & Quorum 

In accordance with the Open Meetings Act (OMA), a quorum requires at least two of the three 
members to be physically present. 

District Council Member In-Person Remote Absent 

Brad Kessler (Chair) ☒ ☐ ☐ 

Bob Johnson (Nominator) ☒ ☐ ☐ 

Karen Kane (Community Engagement) ☒ ☐ ☐ 

Quorum Met: ☒ Yes ☐ No 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Motion: To approve the September meeting minutes. 
Moved by: Brad Kessler 
Seconded by: Karen Kane 
Vote: Approved unanimously. 

Public Comment 

Each public speaker was allotted three minutes. Time was monitored to ensure fairness and 
civility.  



 Dr. Linda: Addressed the October 17 shooting near the East Division bar area (four 
victims, 25 shell casings found). Requested an update on Alderman Hopkins’ request for 
the temporary closure of the bar involved. 

 Frances Jennings (Corey Quince area): Expressed concern regarding public safety 
following the October 17 incident. Call for stronger political accountability and public 
action if officials fail to address ongoing violence. 

 Mel Jones: Supported concerns related to bar-associated violence. Recommended 
coordination with the Special Service Area (SSA) to establish standardized safety 
protocols among bars and clubs. 

 Susan (Written Comment): Asked why random attacks on women are often charged as 
misdemeanor battery rather than detainable offenses, despite severe injuries. Requested 
clarification on prosecutorial standards. 

 Williams Meyer (and others): Spoke briefly about ICE activity and the importance of 
knowing one’s rights during immigration enforcement encounters. 

No additional speakers requested time. 
Public Comment Closed: Approximately 12:30 PM 

 

District Council Member Updates  

Bob Johnson, Nominator 
CCPSA Commission Vacancies 

 Three upcoming vacancies in 2026: one youth (ages 18–24, North Side), one adult (North 
Side), and one citywide position. 

 Applications open January 2026; recommendations due March 2026. 
 Emphasis placed on recruiting qualified, civically engaged candidates. 

Karen Kane, Community Engagement 
Community Engagement and Meetings 

 Strategic Plan Meeting scheduled for November 5, 6–8 PM at Park Community Church 
(1001 N. Crosby Street). 

 Community participation encouraged to help shape the District’s 2026 policing plan. 

“Know Your Rights” Seminars 

 Multiple sessions available through partners including Representative Mike Quigley’s 
and Alderman Waguespack’s offices. 

 Residents are encouraged to learn their legal rights but not interfere with law enforcement 
or ICE activity. 

 Printed “Know Your Rights” cards were available at the meeting. 



Community Safety Survey Results 

 More than 1,800 responses received. 
 Key finding: 80% of respondents oppose further restrictions on CPD’s ability to conduct 

low-level traffic stops. 
 Survey results were submitted to state and city officials, including Attorney General 

Kwame Raoul and the CCPSA commissioners. 

Chair, Brad Kessler  

 SNAP Program: Potential interruptions due to federal budget delays could impact 
approximately two million Illinois residents. 

 Domestic Violence Awareness Month: Reminder of an increase in domestic-related 
incidents across the city. 

 Noise Ordinance and Traffic Enforcement: Alderman Reilly is leading an initiative for 
automated enforcement of loud vehicle violations, supported by the City Comptroller. 

 Bridge Closures: Multiple bridge closures caused significant congestion. Several 
aldermen submitted a formal complaint to CDOT. 

 

Guest Presentation 

Speaker: Yvette Loizon, Chief Policy Officer, Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office 
(Former CCPSA Commissioner; Former General Counsel, Illinois State Police) 

Topic: Gun Crime Policy and Enforcement Updates 

Key Points: 

 Gun Crime Overview: 
o Not all gun offenses are equal; Class 4 felonies often involve non-violent, 

unlicensed possession. 
o Focus on fair treatment and lawful reentry through diversion programs. 

 SB 1899 (Effective January 1, 2026): 
o Streamlines cooperation between prosecutors, courts, and the Illinois State Police 

to assist diverted defendants in legally applying for FOID/CCL cards. 
o Designed to reduce recidivism and promote lawful firearm ownership. 

 Policy on Machine Guns and Switches: 
o Mandatory pretrial detention requests for offenders possessing: 

 Machine guns 
 Switch-converted handguns 
 Ghost guns (3D-printed firearms) 
 Extended magazines or barrels 

o Quote: “There is no good reason to walk around with a machine gun.” 
 MCD (Machine Gun Conversion Device) Summit – June 27, 2025: 



o Hosted by the Cook County SAO, ATF, and Chicago Police Department. 
o Attendees included Attorney General Kwame Raoul, State’s Attorney Burke, 

Superintendent Snelling, and ATF leadership. 
o Live demonstrations compared standard and modified firearms. 
o Emphasized interagency collaboration, public education, and proactive 

enforcement. 
 Public Awareness: 

o Switches often resemble small plastic toys but enable automatic fire of over 30 
rounds per second. 

o Increasing trend of switches as “status symbols” among offenders. 
o The community is urged to report suspicious devices. 

A video demonstration was shown during the presentation. 

 

Closing and Adjournment 

Chair Brad Kessler thanked all attendees, the Anti-Cruelty Society for hosting, and Chief Policy 
Officer Loizon for her informative presentation. 

 

Next Meeting: 12:15 PM at Near North Library, 310 W. Division St., Chicago, IL 60610 
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