
City of Chicago 
DISTRICT COUNCIL #  

COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

MEETING MINUTES 

MEETING TYPE: ☐ Regular  ☐ Special  ☐ Closed 
MEETING DATE:  
MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS:  
MEETING START TIME:  

Attendance & Quorum 
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person. 
District Council Member Name Attendance 
Chair: Present: ☐    Remote: ☐    Absent: ☐ 

Present: ☐    Remote: ☐    Absent: ☐ 
Present: ☐    Remote: ☐    Absent: ☐ 

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: ☐ No: ☐

Public Comment 



Approval of Minutes 
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.  
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval. 

District Council Member Updates 



Discussions 

 

 



Votes 

 
 

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting 

NEXT MEETING DATE:  
NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  

 
District Council ended the meeting at: ______ 

 


	MEETING TYPE: On
	Regular: Off
	Special: Off
	MEETING DATE: 8/13/2025
	MEETING LOCATION  ADDRESS: Horner Park 2741 W. Montrose Ave 
	MEETING START TIME: 6:30 pm
	Present: On
	Remote: Off
	Absent: Off
	Present_2: On
	Remote_2: Off
	Absent_2: Off
	Present_3: On
	Remote_3: Off
	Absent_3: On
	Public Comment: -Support for the vote of no confidence in Area 5
Detective John Foster.
-Cited his record of citizen complaints (66 from 1993- 2015), including alleged misconduct, false confessions,unlawful searches, excessive force, and financial
settlements ($3.5 million in city payouts).
-Specific mention of wrongful imprisonment and the case of Kevin Jackson, linking it to the wider cause of police accountability and the founding purpose of district councils.
-Criticism of Foster’s response at July 28 Area 5 meeting: refusal to answer questions, focus on case closure rate as a misleading statistic.
-Ongoing community lack of trust toward Area 5 leadership, specifically Foster, with fears of continued abuses.
-Calls for action from the mayor and CPD leadership to remove Foster and reform leadership in Area 5.
-Zoom comments (Amanda, Mara):
Echoed above concerns plus highlighting financial wastage, lack of transparency, and dissatisfaction with procedural handling at the July 28 meeting.
Stressed need for community trust and direct action from council.
	District Council Member Updates: Summary of the monthly update from each member of the District Council

Luis Bermudez
Reported on a meeting with the district commander to foster
frequent attendance and bridge between police and
community.
Emphasized mutual respect even amidst disagreement.

Beth 
Community Comment Opportunities:
Noted upcoming virtual and in-person forums to comment on CPD’s Use of Force and De-escalation
Policy:
Virtual Dialogue: Tues, August 19, 2025.
Three in-person sessions: September 9 at Daley College/September 10 at Malcolm X College/September 25 at Truman College (local to the  district)
Encouraged public participation and shared link:
[chicagopolice.org/use-of-force]
CCPSA Meeting: Thursday, August 28, 6:30 PM at DePaul
College Prep, 3300 North Campbell.
Joint District Council Immigrant Rights Meeting: August 27 at Chicagoland Community Church, 836 West Aldean.

Nominations:
Upcoming early September DC meeting to revise nomination procedures.
Openings expected for Youth and North Side Commissioners (target age 18–24).
Violence Prevention/Community Events:
Light the Night event: August 22, Sacramento Park.
Back to school event: Saturday, 11–3 PM at Patrick Henry School (new playground opening), followed by a block party (4100 block of Sacramento).
Restorative Justice Community Court Working Group: Productive meeting with Public Defender’s Office; next meeting with Illinois Justice Project set for early September. Focus: Expand eligible charges and involve more councils citywide
District Strategic Plan Working Group:
Preparing recommendations for September 6 Quarterly District Council Meeting.
Encourages fuller community participation in strategic planning (listening sessions in October and November).
Policy and Transparency: Submitted a G011 request for names of patrol and tactical officers; awaiting city response.
Priority Proposals:Policy Priorities (in update rounds):
Traffic Stops
Proactive Officer Wellness
Community Mediation for Low-Level Complaints
(upcoming discussions with COPA).
Transfer of Oath Keeper/extremist group investigations to COPA (awaiting legal feedback).

Anthony Tamez: 
Update on alternative response model policy work, involving a 20% police staff reduction to fund alternative responder programs.
Attendance at CPD use of force training (with Luis); observed simulation and reviewed trainee curriculum.
Community Care Network:
Three new volunteers (total 18), no service requests yet.
Participation and advocacy for the no confidence vote in Area 5 leadership.

	Discussions: General Discussion:
Clarification on local/state consent decree processes and the need for ongoing research and tracking of priority status. Suggestion to create a community feedback session to define future council priorities.
D. Community Events and Outreach
ALSO group introduced: Community Violence Intervention Program active in Avondale and Albany Park.
Coordination with other organizations for events and awareness.
E. District Council Priorities and Working Groups
Six council priorities, including:
Traffic stops
Officer wellness
Mediation for low-level complaints
Investigations into extremist officer ties
Clearance rates and alternatives to police-led responses
Ongoing communication efforts with the CCPSA: Awaiting more structured response and feedback mechanisms.
F. Questions for the Commander and CPD
Body-worn camera review process:
Only available for review during formal post-investigation processes.
Internal monitoring is random, with two samples watched per watch per day documented in Special Order SSE 0314
G. Oath Keeper Officer Investigation and Police Accountability Concerns about past and present attendance of an officer with alleged extremist ties: CPD commander confirms completed internal investigation, referencing General Order 0803 (bias
organization prohibition).
Community reiterates lack of satisfaction and trust, points to delayed/limited investigation, and expresses hope that results of ongoing advocacy will prevent future
such situations.
Discussion on limits of internal discipline due to contractual rights.
H. Area Crime Statistics
Commander presented comparative stats for 2024 vs 2025 YTD:
Homicides: -50%
Criminal sexual assaults: -35%
Robberies: -48%
Aggravated batteries: -16%
Burglary: -35%
Felony theft: -20%
Misdemeanor theft: -1% (active focus area)
Motor vehicle theft: -28%
Area 5 Detective Commander: Vote of No
Confidence
Joint Area 5 detective meeting (July 28) recounted:
Recapped community dissatisfaction with Commander John Foster due to his pattern of misconduct and
copious settlements. Direct mention of his failure to answer relevant community questions and immediate departure after the July 28 meeting.
Will coordinate with other Area 5 districts to formally deliver the censure to the department, superintendent,commission, and likely mayor.
Next steps to be determined in concert with other Area 5 councils

Community engagement: Ongoing challenge to boost consistent and diverse participation—plans to proactively
engage more community organizations and representative voices.
Expressed frustration: Both council and public showed frustration at perceived slow or symbolic-only progress on
accountability (notably with the Foster and Oath Keeper issues).
Emphasis on restorative justice, proactive wellness, and alternative response models as future policy focal points.
Documentation and records: Several requests (G011, FOIA) and the creation of clearer attendance/engagement metrics underscore a drive for greater transparency.




	Votes: Summary of votes taken. For each vote, type in the following information:
Formal motion/seconded vote of no confidence passed by council.

	NEXT MEETING DATE: 9/13/25
	NEXT MEETING LOCATION if available: Roosevelt High Schol 
	0##: 017
	DC Chair:  Luis Bermudez
	DC Member 2: Nomintating Comittee: Elizabeth Rochford
	DC Member 3: Community Engagement: Anthony Tamez
	Minutes approval: Meeting minutes approved from prior sessions:
May 10, 2025
June 12, 2025
July 25, 2025 (special meeting)
July 28, 2025 (special meeting)
August 8, 2025 (special meeting)
All approvals passed by motion and second.
	End time: 7:53 pm
	Q-yes: On
	Q-no: Off


