City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 11/08/2025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: Independence Library 4024 N Elston Ave, Chicago, IL 60618

MEETING START TIME: 1:07pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Luis Bermudez Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Nomintating Comittee: Elizabeth Rochford Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Community Engagement: Anthony Tamez Present: W Remote: [J Absent: [J

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

Paddy:

Expressed gratitude for the council’s efforts and community engagement.

Discussed recent fears and tension in Chicago, with a focus on the 17th district.
Thanked the council for supporting district counselors detained by ICE in Little Village.
Raised concerns about the installation of a new surveillance tower near a local
encampment, reportedly usedfor local law enforcement but followed by federal agent
activity.

Requested more transparency and information about the use of surveillance and
technology by city/state and federal agents within neighborhoods.

Grace:

Voiced support for district counselors’ efforts, citing actions such as school patrols and
initiatives like Let Me Grow Watch.

Highlighted the visible impact district counselors and Alders have had during the past
couple of months in standing up to ICE.

Expressed appreciation and solidarity from the community towards counselors.

It was noted that online participants could provide further commentary, but direct
responses from the council are typically included in official reports, not given in
real-time.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

None

District Council Member Updates

Please see discussions




Discussions

Aaron Gottlieb:CCPSA Commissioner presented on consent decrees

and use of force policy

Provided context: The city entered into a consent decree with the Attorney General's office to promote equitable policing.

The commission is not empowered to dictate the consent decree’s contents but can offer input. Nine related use of force policies exist under
the consent decree. A working group made 155 recommendations across these policies—fewer than 3% (~5) were initially adopted, but
further negotiation led to additional changes. Policies under the consent decree are reviewed biennially. A gap analysis report on use of
force policies exists and can be distributed to interested parties.

Use of Force Policy & Recommendations:

Key Distinctions:

The department does not currently classify the pointing of a firearm as 'use of force’; it is treated separately.

2024 data: 6,500 reported uses of force 2,000+ individuals injured by use of force 4,200+ firearm pointing incidents

If firearm pointing were counted as use of force, the total number would approach 11,000 incidents.

Recommendations for Change:

Primary: Only permit firearm pointing in scenarios where deadly force would be justified (serious risk of bodily harm).

At least 27 of the 100 largest U.S. cities (including large cities like Philadelphia) limit gunpointing in this way.

Prohibit gunpointing at handcuffed individuals and children.

Require all firearm pointings to be reported via TRR.

Treat unholstering or display of firearms without pointing as reportable force.

Continue and assess pilots requiring supervisor video review of firearm incidents.

Rationale:

Community trauma and long-term negative consequences are associated with firearm pointing by officers.Objective is to reduce frequency,
provide clear guidance, and build trust.

Reported use of force incidents have increased since 2022.

Improved reporting under the consent decree is a possible reason, but increases in deadly force incidents (which were always reported)
suggest real increases.

Discussion surrounded Impacts on Community & Crime: Excessive police force can erode community trust, leading to negative cycles of
mistrust and increased

crime.The importance of balancing necessary force with minimizing unnecessary use is emphasized.Substantial discussion recognized
difficulties in community-police dialogue and among differing perspectives within the community itself.

ICE/Federal Activity, Police Interaction, and Community Responses:Significant community concern is due to recent ICE activities and
perceived federal overreach in the city.

Questions raised about CPD's interaction (or lack thereof) with ICE and potential complicity.

Reports of community members feeling unsafe, changes in 911 call patterns, and ICE presence driving concern and turnout at the meeting.
Prioritization:

Need for clarity on CPD's policy in relation to ICE, awareness of overlapping personnel or resources, and

the risk of city resources being employed in federal immigration actions.

Ongoing investigation by the Mayor's task force into possible city employee involvement in farright/extremist groups, with implications for
trust and safety.

CPD Updates: Crime Trends

Restorative Justice and Community Policing Initiatives

UPDATES:

Working with the Restorative Justice Community Court (18—26-year-olds, low-level nonviolent offenses).

Ongoing efforts to increase referrals and resources; meeting with the new chief judge is planned for after

the holidays.

Domestic Violence Subcommittee working on resources and legal updates (e.g., Karina’s Law)

Proposal for a Youth Public Safety Town Hall meeting to engage youth perspectives on police

accountability.

Joining a North Side mental health providers’ network preparing to respond to mass violence.

District working group is reviewing and proposing improvements for the district’s police strategic plan;

next community conversation scheduled for Monday, Dec. 10, 6:00 pm at the Irish Heritage Center.

Pending request (since September 10) for the names of patrol/tactical officers remains unfulfilled—followup assigned to another district
counselor.

Crime clearance rate (how it's calculated, disparities, and improvement); ongoing confusion and need for

better data.

Community mediation process for low-level police complaints (mandated by consent decree).

COPA (Civilian Office of Police Accountability) has made progress, but CPD’s Internal Affairs has yet to

do so.

Community Mediation for Police Complaints:COPA is starting to implement a mediation program as an alternative to formal discipline for
complaints.

Next commission meeting: Thursday, November 13th, 6:30 pm, Kennedy King College (and virtual).




Votes

none

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 12/10/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available): ~ Honer Park 2741 W Montrose Ave, Chicago, IL 60618

District Council ended the meeting at: 7:49 pm
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