City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 10/082025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS:  Eugene Field Park 5100 N Ridgeway Ave, Chicago, IL 60625

MEETING START TIME: 1:00pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Luis Bermudez Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Nomintating Comittee: Elizabeth Rochford Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Community Engagement: Anthony Tamez Present: [ Remote: [J Absent: =

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

a. ICE Activity and Temporary Restraining Order

News shared that a judge ordered a temporary restraining order to prevent ICE from
shooting at reporters.

Community members expressed ongoing distress over federal agents (“ICE”) presence
and called for continued advocacy and information sharing from district counselors.

b. Citywide Commission on Public Safety Accountability (CCPSA) Vacancy

The recent vacancy after Anthony Driver’s departure was highlighted as an urgent
issue.

Community voices strongly supported nominating Commissioner Minor as president, in
opposition to Commissioner Perry, citing Perry’s lack of support for ending pretextual
traffic stops (referencing Dexter Reed'’s tragic case).

Freedom Move Coalition and others encouraged district counselors to align with the
call for Commissioner Minor to lead.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

Minutes from the August, September, and two special meetings (8/22 and 8/27) were
reviewed and approved
without corrections

District Council Member Updates

Please see discussions




Discussions

Upcoming Events and Meetings

Annual CCPSA Meeting: October 25, 2025 — voting on proposals after community inputDistrict Council Proposals for the CCPSA Annual Meeting (Oct 25, 2025)
a. Overview and Process

Four proposals brought forward for consideration this year, compared to eight last year.

Proposals to be circulated to community for feedback; feedback to inform vote at annual meeting.

Clarified that voting requires a two-thirds majority of district counselors to forward proposals to the

commission. Noted past frustration among district counselors regarding lack of commission follow-through on prior proposals; a nominating committee may act as
accountability body.

b. Detailed Summaries of Each Proposal

i. Protest Response Reform (Presenter: Councilor Keo Jean-Joseph 24th District)

Context: Record number of protests since 1960s; community concern about CPD’s evolving but inadequate response. Criticisms: Community feels alienated by
CPD'’s current response, especially concerning ICE involvement, despite the Welcoming Ordinance.

Proposal:

Shift protest response away from traditional CPD units to include crisis intervention workers, community violence intervention workers, and legal observers.
Intention to alleviate CPD workload during high-volume protests and reallocate resources for public safety.

Seek to uphold civil liberties, de-escalation, community trust, and adhere to the consent decree.

Action: Commission should hold public hearings with stakeholders (protesters, nonprofits, legal

observers, affected individuals) to assess and develop better protocols for protest response.

Not a prescriptive change, but to initiate a structured public conversation.

ii. Citywide Youth Public Safety Advisory Council (Proposal by Leo, 12th District)

Purpose: Create citywide and district-level youth councils on rights and public safety, offering young people formal roles in shaping policies that directly affect them.
Rationale: Youth are among the most affected by public safety issues but are often excluded from policymaking. Noted History: Youth councils were part of the
initial vision for the CCPSA but replaced by two youth commissioners in the ordinance; existing efforts widely seen as insufficient.

Proposal: Reinstate/adopt youth councils at city and district levels for sustained youth engagement.

Considerations: Concern about workload for district councilors; suggestions for partnerships with youth serving nonprofits and leveraging existing youth programs.
Broad agreement on the need to develop a youth engagement strategy, possibly including workshops or dedicated meetings.

iii. Chicago Victims Bill of Rights (Proposal by Councilors Leo and Ashley Vargas, 14th District)

Call for: A formal Bill of Rights to protect, dignify, and support victims and their families, beyond state minimums.

Components: Timely and compassionate communication.

Transparency and regular case updates. Access to support services.Right to be heard and ensure accountability from authorities.

Aim: Build trust and improve interactions between law enforcement and the community.

Driving Concern: Victims report feeling abandoned by the criminal justice system.

iv. Building Community Trust & Transparency via Push Notifications (Proposal by Jason, 8th District)

Objective: Launch a pilot program in high-call districts for OEMC/CPD to send push notifications to residents who report quality of life issues and opt to leave their
information.

Rationale: Residents need confirmation their complaints are received and acted upon to foster trust and future cooperation.

Context: Currently, the city uses push notifications via Notify Chicago and the 311 app for various updates, but not specifically for police service requests.

4. Youth Engagement and Building Attendance

Strong consensus: Youth engagement is critical but currently insufficient.

Proposal considered to hold a special workshop/meeting focused exclusively on developing an effective youth engagement plan.

Attendance at community meetings highlighted as a significant challenge; need for robust outreach and relationship building to boost participation.

5. Ongoing Proposals and Prior-year Items

Status updates provided for multiple ongoing proposals: Clearance rate transparency, COPA community police mediation program, proactive officer mental
health,alternative response expansion, revised traffic stop policies, transfer of certain investigative authority

from EIA to COPA.

Mixed progress; frustration voiced over unfinished items from previous years, with expectation that district counselors and the commission will continue to monitor
and push forward these efforts.

Community police mediation: Training for mediators being developed, with a push for inclusion of community members without pre-existing mediation training;
grant funding being sought for training.Continued collaboration with COPA, including regular meetings and feedback opportunities.

6. Committee Reports and Organizational Updates

a. Nominations Committee: No meeting since last update; focus on accountability for commission’s follow-through on proposals.

Finalizing application and interview questions for upcoming commissioner openings (two youth, one North Side; nominations open January).

b. Restorative Justice Community Court: Strategy retreat completed; collaboration with Cook County commissioners and broader city representation increasing.
Upcoming meetings with judges and stakeholders; Avondale staff meeting this week.

c. Domestic Violence Subcommittee

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.

October 24th event at Albany Park Library (10-11:30 am) in collaboration with Family Focus and Volta School.

Plans for November in-person resource-sharing collaboration event among local organizations

CPD Participation: ICE, National Guard, and Security Protocols

Officers clarified current protocols:

Per Welcoming Ordinance, CPD does not assist ICE with immigration status matters; not notified in advance of ICE activity. If 911 is called due to ICE activity,
police do not respond unless the matter is criminal. For federal law enforcement use of force, CPD does not investigate; such cases are handled internally by the
federal agency (e.g., FBI). Presence/role of National Guard is still being determined by leadership.

Concerns raised over non-police private security patrols, especially in religious communities (e.g., West Ridge, Orthodox/Hatzalah groups); confirmed these are
citizen patrols, not law enforcement, lacking legal enforcement powers.

8. Crime Statistics (Year-over-Year Comparison)

Homicides: 0 (unchanged).

Criminal Sexual Assaults: Down (0 vs 4 previous year).

Robberies: Down 20%.

Aggravated Batteries: Down 41%.

Burglaries: Down 47%.

Felony Theft: Down 9%.

Misdemeanor Theft: Down 28%.

Motor Vehicle Thefts: Down ~50%.

Contradicts some media narratives of rising crime; citywide reduction emphasized.

Community Conversations: October 23 (Salvation Army, N. Pulaski), November 19 (Irish American Heritage

Center).

Restorative Justice Graduation: October 24 (RSVP required).

Domestic Violence Awareness Event: October 24 (Albany Park Library).

Joint CPD Budget Meeting: October 29, 6pm (Swedish Hospital, Zoom option).

CCPSA Regular Meeting: October 30, 6:30pm (Theus Center, Zoom option).

Special Meetings: Planned for youth engagement and organizational calendar planning for next year.




Votes

Voted to approve budget to purchase of Swag and Apparel

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 11/8/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  Independence Library

District Council ended the meeting at: 7:49 pm
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