City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 10/16/2025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: 5101 w. Harrison

MEETING START TIME: 6:07 pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Carmelita Earls Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Nominating Committee: Karen Winters Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Community Engagement: Deondre Rutues Present: | Remote: [1 Absent: []

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

Neighborhood Cleanliness & Community Engagement

Reported Issues:

Notable increase in street trash; more visible when walking versus driving.

Madison Avenue area traverses jurisdictions of several aldermen, creating
disparity/confusion in who is responsible.

Concern over the effectiveness of having four different aldermen in the district and
difficulty in coordinating clean-up efforts.

Lack of public garbage cans particularly problematic; formerly three on Jackson, now
none.

Suggested Solutions:

Propose an ordinance or initiative to hold property, business, and church owners
responsible for maintaining cleanliness.

Request for the return of public trash cans.

Proposal to organize a collective “Alder Night” for all local aldermen to jointly hear
concerns and coordinate responses.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

Approved minutes from public meeting on September 18, 2025

DC Member that made the motion to approve Rutues motioned, Najm-Ekua second.
All 3 DC's voted yes

Minutes have been approved

District Council Member Updates

“Good News” Documentary Screening:

Saturday, October 18th, 11 am-1 pm, Spill the Beans (5300 W. Chicago Ave.)
Hosted by Austin Coming Together.

Violence Awareness Workshop:

Saturday, October 18th, 12 pm-3 pm, Rooted Center (5044 W. Madison)
Street-level conversation and community outreach. Fahim Willis, Taproots, and Ruby
featured.

Newsletter in progress; will cover final tribunal initiative and provide QR codes for
feedback and anonymous comments.

Quarterly “Know Your Rights” sessions:

Last session featured attorney Wallace Hilkey (Consent Decree Coalition), focusing on
how residents can provide public comments on CPD policy.

Community focused on police gun-pointing statistics (not currently counted as “use of
force” by CPD, though numbers and trauma are rising).

Future sessions to possibly focus on police decertification, with national expert Carlton
Myers expressing interest.




Discussions

Focus: How to effectively document, report, and follow through with complaints against
law enforcement officers who violate rights.

Key Legal Guidance:

Distinction between police as “policy managers” and “lawmen” (state police/sheriff).
Procedures for safely handling stops: Remain calm, observe, document details
(badge, name, vehicle markings).

Agency rules, administrative processes, and use of insurance bonding for officer
accountability.

Importantly: Always follow up complaints not just with a department but with the lllinois
Attorney General and be detailed/document everything in writing.

Advice against escalating or fighting during stops; the “pen is mightier” via formal,
well-evidenced complaints, including UCCL1 liens (advanced).

Community Empowerment:

Emphasis on the right to record police public actions and the necessity to “police the
police.”

Importance of communal education on rights, enforcement, and systemic structure.

Recommendation: Acquire U.S. Passport for status protections over state 1Ds,
particularly with federal/ICE activities.

Process for Filing Complaints:

Document all facts, submit principal report to officer’s agency and CC to Attorney
General.

Insist all communication is in writing/recorded; only firsthand testimony entered as
evidence.




Votes

No votes.

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 11/13/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available): ~ 720 N. Lorel

District Council ended the meeting at: 7:31 pm
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