City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 11/17/2025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS:  Legler Library 115 S. Pulaski

MEETING START TIME: 6:31pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Bryan Ramson Jr. Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Nominating Committee: Jocelyn Woodards Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Community Engagement: Alees Edwards Present: | Remote: [1 Absent: []

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

Property tax bill tripled; West Garfield cited as highest property tax increase in city (up
130%).

Concern about gentrification/being priced out, late billing (bill due December 15).
Seeking advice on appeals process.

Guidance provided to seek help at the tax assessor s office, possibly Neighborhood
Housing Services (NHS) for assistance.

Janet Sankara:

Urged exploring new, evidence-based public safety strategies beyond punitive or
business-centric approaches.

Advocated for community economic support, pressuring businesses for local hiring,
and moving beyond small business as solution to systemic issues.

Encouraged council members to use their strategic positions to advocate.

Danny Weathersby

Question:

Status of district council-initiated oversight hearing on interactions between Chicago
Police and federal agents.

Response:

Petition may be required (2,000 signatures) to secure such a hearing; process
ongoing.

Majority of district counselors (over half of 22 districts) signed request letter.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

Councilor Woodards motioned to approve meeting minutes for October 20, 2025.
Councilor Edwards seconded.

District Council Member Updates

Nominating Committee Report:

Responsible for vetting and nominating candidates for 7-member CCPSA board (appointed by mayor).
Recent meeting to refine application and process.

Actively seeking applications for two vacancies.

Explicitly seeking younger applicants (under 28 years old).

Applications expected to open late December or January.

Members and public encouraged to spread the word; application info on website.

Community Engagement Coordinator Report:

CCPSA Leadership:

Romel Terry elected new president.

Some district counselors preferred a different, more progressive candidate.

Police Board Hearing:

Next Scheduled: November 20, 2025 at 7:30pm

Location: Chicago Public Safety Headquarters, 3510 S. Michigan Ave, Chicago, IL 60653
Agenda: Police disciplinary cases, CPD Superintendent and COPA reports.
Independent Monitor Meeting:

Date: December 4, 2025

Time: 6:00-7:00pm

Location: USC Lawndale Neighborhood Center, 1558 S. Hamlin Ave, Chicago, IL 60623
Purpose: Community input on police reform.

Upcoming Events:

Gun Turn-in Program: December 6.

Resource Giveaways (November 22):

Gas giveaway at 340 S. Sacramento and 4402 W. Roosevelt.

Turkey/ham giveaways:

515 S. Washtenaw (2pm, while supplies last)

1111 S. Holman (Beloved Cafe, 9am 2pm)

2622 W. Jackson (Alderman Irvin's event, 8am)

Outreach to those unable to travel possible (contact Pastor Parks via Healing the Hood).




Discussions

Community Support Discussion:

Coordination for food/resource delivery to seniors and families in need.
Contacts provided for further inquiries.

Business Licensing Enforcement

Question about legality of car wash selling cars:

Requires business license for regular sales.

Reports of suspected illegal activity should go to Sgt. Brown; CPD Vice and Business
Officers will investigate.

New Business

Planning for Future Meetings:

Need to confirm December 2025 meeting date.

Discussion of a holiday gathering (with refreshments cookies, carrots, etc.).
Need to set meeting calendar for all of 2026 (deferred to outside this meeting).
Monthly milestones/themes for August December finalized (see Annual Planning).

Petition Circulation:
Physical signatures required for hearing on police/federal agent interaction; online
petition not permitted. Coordinator to circulate petition at upcoming events.




Votes

No votes.

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 12/15/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  Legler Library 115 S. Pulaski

District Council ended the meeting at: 7:12 pm
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