CITY OF CHICAGO
DISTRICT COUNCIL 001
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY
MEETING MINUTES
Meeting Type: ☒ Regular ☐ Special ☐ Closed
Meeting Date: May 6, 2025
Meeting Location: Grace Episcopal Church, 637 S Dearborn St. 
Meeting Start Time: 6:03 PM

Attendance & Quorum
Per the Open Meetings Act (OMA) guidelines, a quorum requires at least 2 of 3 members present in person.
	District Council Member
	In-Person
	Remote
	Absent

	Sarah Kammerer (Chair)
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Adrienne Johnson (Nominator)
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Jamie Brown (Community Engagement)
	☒
	☐
	☐


Quorum Met: ☒ Yes ☐ No

Public Comment Summary
Online Comment – Margie Smigel
Margie expressed concern regarding the unused Wells Street extension road, which has been built but remains closed. She advocated for opening the road to pedestrians and bicyclists, highlighting its potential as a safe, scenic route between Roosevelt Road and Chinatown. Concerns about drag racing could be mitigated through barriers. She urged immediate city action to avoid deterioration of the road and emphasized the feasibility of patrolling it virtually.

Approval of Minutes
· Approval of previous meeting minutes: Unanimously approved

District Council Updates
Meeting Structure and Introductions
· Chair Sarah Kammerer opened the meeting, introduced fellow council members Jamie Brown and Adrienne Johnson, and welcomed the special guest, Director Dionne Tate.
· The meeting agenda included: Public Comment, Guest Presentation, Q&A, and District Business Updates.

Presentation: Understanding 911 vs. 311 Services
Presenter: Director Dionne Tate
911 – Emergency Response:
· For urgent situations requiring immediate attention (e.g., crimes in progress, medical emergencies).
· Priority Levels:
· Priority 1: Up to 10 minutes (e.g., shots fired)
· Priority 2: Up to 10 minutes (e.g., recent robbery)
· Priority 3: Up to 60 minutes (e.g., noise complaint)
311 – Non-Emergency City Services:
· For issues such as barking dogs, potholes, and graffiti.
· Multiple intake options: phone, mobile app, and website.
· Handles approx. 2.5 million calls annually.
Key Takeaways:
· Importance of accurate information when calling 911.
· Explanation of service request tracking numbers.
· Examples of common and unusual 311 calls.
· Ongoing initiatives to improve transparency in 311 service statuses.

District Council Member Updates
Sarah Kammerer (Chair)
· Serves as liaison between the community and law enforcement.
· Represents 1 of 66 members across 22 police districts.
· Emphasized anonymous feedback forms and open dialogue with residents.
Jamie Brown (Community Engagement)
· Discussed seasonal challenges:
· Increased police activity from May to September.
· CPD staffing shortages during summer.
· Need for proactive communication from event organizers.
Adrienne Johnson (Nominating Committee)
· Announced appointment of Gina Piemonte as Westside Attorney and CCPSA Commissioner (effective April 16).
· Shared updates on outreach and listening sessions for selection of new COPA Chief Administrator.

Community Feedback & Priorities
· Primary Issues Identified:
· Loitering, drug activity, and large gatherings.
· Vice-related complaints (e.g., open drug dealing).
· Robbery and vehicle theft, especially in Beat 123.
Patrick Reynolds – Infrastructure and Enforcement Updates:
· Speed cameras are installed on Michigan Avenue and Violet Street.
· Efforts underway to address drag racing and street disturbances.
· Motorcycle and vehicle caravan teams deployed for enforcement.
· Increased regulation of parking to prevent unsanctioned gatherings.

Infrastructure & Safety Concerns
· Roosevelt-Chinatown Pedestrian Route:
· The community raised concerns over access and safety.
· Advocated for the city to model access after South Shore pedestrian areas.
· Plans to escalate the issue to the Mayor’s Office for action.

Action Items
	Assigned To
	Action

	Dir. Dionne Tate
	Improve visibility of 311 service request statuses; provide public contact info for follow-up.

	Adrienne Johnson
	Attend COPA listening sessions; continue outreach for the nominating committee.

	Patrick Reynolds
	Monitor new speed cameras; support enforcement and caravan team efforts.

	Sarah Kammerer & Council
	Follow up with meeting materials; escalate pedestrian access concerns to the Mayor’s Office; continue gathering community feedback.



Follow-Up & Upcoming Meetings
· Next District Council Meeting
· Date: June 3, 2025
· Time: 6:00 PM
· Location: Prairie Shores Clubhouse, 2937 South King Drive
· Agenda: To be sent via email.
· Next CCPSA Meeting
· Date: May 29, 2025
· Community Engagement Reminders
· Utilize 311 through all available channels (phone, text, app).
· Submit anonymous feedback for inclusion in upcoming agendas.

Meeting Adjourned: 7:00 PM

