City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 4/17/2025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS:  Dolie's Garden 623 N. Lorel

MEETING START TIME: 6:14 pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Carmelita Earls Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Nominating Committee: Karen Winters Present: [1 Remote: Absent: [
Community Engagement: Deondre Rutues Present: | Remote: [1 Absent: []

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

Ms. Jones’ Announcement:

Event: Community meeting on April 23rd.

Time: 6:00 PM.

Location: 15th District.

Purpose: Discuss community safety initiatives for the upcoming summer.

Goals: Gather community input on desired police actions within an eight-block area.
Prepare for a presentation to the superintendent and other officials on May 9th.
Materials: Flyers and handouts will be distributed.

Ms. BJ’'s Announcement:

Event: NAACP meeting on April 24th.

Time: 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM.

Location: Moore Park.

Purpose: Discuss public safety for Austin.

Encouragement: Urged attendance to strengthen community conversations with the
mayor’s office and superintendent.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

Meeting minutes for February and March were motioned by Councilperson Rutues and
second by Councilperson Earls. Meeting minutes were approved by all 3 District
Council members.

District Council Member Updates

Started meeting with a moment of silence.

COPA and BIA Incidents:

Reviewed complaints involving police misconduct.

One incident resulted in no further action; another moved to BIA.
Plans to collaborate with legal counsel for ongoing cases.
Alternative Response to Policing:

Partnering with NYU’s policing project.

Advocating for the expansion of the CARES program.
Highlighted success of the 19th District in redirecting non-emergency calls.
Community Engagement Initiatives:

Boots on the Ground Event:

Date: May 24th.

Time: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM.

Location: Moore Park.

Purpose: Public safety awareness and opportunities fair.
Activities: Resource distribution, youth programming, job opportunities.
Training Sessions:

Pastor Ackery’s De-escalation Training:

Date: Previous Saturday.

Time: 9:00 AM - 1:.00 PM.

Partnership: Lewis University.

Focus: Conflict resolution traits and mental health.

Community Observation Days:

Location: Public Safety Academy, 400 West Chicago Avenue.
Purpose: Allow community members to observe police training.




Discussions

Emergency Number Confusion:

Numbers Discussed: 911, 988, 211, 311.

Issue: Seniors struggling to differentiate and use appropriate emergency numbers.
Proposed Solutions: Educational sessions during community meetings.
Distribution of info-graphics and door-to-door canvassing.

Training and Awareness:

Community Engagement with Police Training:

Encouraged attendance at training observation days.

Emphasized the importance of body cameras for accountability.

Commissioner Abier Minor’'s Speech

Introduction:

Youngest commissioner appointed, with a background in public policy and personal experiences with
gun violence.

Personal History:

Lost a parent to gun violence at 13.

Cousin killed at 14 due to gang retaliation.

Became a victim of gun violence at 19.

Professional Background:

Intern and Chief of Staff for Illinois Senate Democrats.

Nonprofit consultant focusing on African American heritage and leadership.

Policy Discussions:

Officers’ Involvement with Hate Groups: Explained policies and their implications.
Traffic Stops:

Addressed pre-textual stops disproportionately affecting black and brown communities.
Discussed efforts to include traffic stop reforms in the consent decree.

Alternative Responses to Policing:

Highlighted the CARES program for mental health crisis interventions.

Advocated for expanding alternative response models beyond pilot districts.

Action Items

Event Promotion:

Distribute fliers and handouts for the April 23rd community meeting.

Promote NAACP meeting on April 24th to encourage collaborative attendance.
Newsletter and Communication:

Continue creating and distributing newsletters summarizing meeting outcomes.
Include public safety surveys and contact card QR codes in newsletters.

Mediation Tribunal:

Develop and launch the pilot mediation tribunal with support from legal counsel.
Freedom Defense Center:

Coordinate with Legal Aid Chicago and West side Health Authority for the June 19th opening.
Boots on the Ground Event:

Finalize plans and promotional materials for the May 24th event in Moore Park.
Emergency Number Education:

Organize educational sessions for seniors on differentiating emergency numbers.
Develop and distribute info-graphics and conduct door-to-door canvassing.
Alternative Response Advocacy:

Gather community support and resources to expand the CARES program.

Engage with NYU’s policing project to incorporate best practices from other models.




Votes

No votes.

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 5/15/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  Harambe Garden 440 N. Waller

District Council ended the meeting at: 7:49 pm
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