City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE:

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS:

MEETING START TIME: 12:23 am

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Teresa Chandler Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Nominator: Dion McGill Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Community Engagement: Joseph Williams Present: | Remote: [1 Absent: []

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

--Occured after the presentation at 1:35

--Patricia Williams: Why was our district chosen? We are worried about our Black and Brown men. We
are not against police.we know there has been violations before. | grew up in Chicago. We could have
at least had some information shared with us ahead of time

--Gabriel Miller: Member of CAARPR and lives in 14th Distirct. We need to put the history in context.
Chicago is the wrongful conviction capital of the USA. We know what the CCSAQ's office is trying to do.
They bypassed the accountability system to hold CPD accountable.

--Jermaine Kelly: 6th Ward resident. Part of MASS (mother s and siusters agaisnt mass killing). This
policy could heighten tension in police interactions and could be dangerous to both parties. It seems to
me that this is an inside problem not an outside problem. Maybe you need to hire more people. 40 "
families" were impacted not just the 40 people. You need to put gun crimes back in restoratie justice
courts. | wish a program like that was around when | was younger. Maybe m life would have been
different

--Mark Wallace: Coalition to end Red Cameras. | reject this premise. As a trained lawyer, we are taught
to exclude information out that isn't convenient. SO | want ot bring some information: . | think elections
have serius consequences. We elected the wrong person. The policy was roled out immediately after
being elected. | spokemto various judges and attorneys and none of them knew about the policy. The
Black Bar associations didn't know it. Process matters and we shouldn't sacrifice it for expediency.
--Andy "hood Candidate" Willimas JR: Running for IL AG. The state's Attorney ius a rep oif all people
including the defendant. You cannot send someone to jail for having a gun that doesn't harm anyone.
Also there

Jazmine Smith: With CAARPR. | want to make it clear that two of my loved ones have been wrongfully
convicted. Police cannot be trusted.

--Col Antonio Dagett: The process of circumventing the charging at the CCSAOQ level, should not take
place. There is both implicit and explicit due process. | am from the west side and | know that whatever
happens here, will impact the west side. We have to be more proactie with this. My wife and | raised 8
Black men in the west side of Chicago. We can't say BLM and then leave our children.

--Linneta Coleman: | wan tot tell you about my sister. She has a FOID. She was beat-up by a group of
girls who hurt her. She shot the girl in self-defense. It makes me scared to defend myself too because of
what happened to my sister.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

What to type:

1. Date of meeting minutes:

2. Summary of any corrections to the minutes (if applicable):
3. DC Member that made the motion to approve:

4. Summary of any debate (if applicable):

5. Who voted yes, who voted no:

6. Result of the vote (win/approved or fail/not approved):

District Council Member Updates

--J. Williams: Introduced elected officals present: Ald Lopez, Ald Moore, DC Jenni
Schafer, and CCPSA President Anthony Driver; DC Williams gives his perspective on
the event today. "Everyone deserves the right to have the right for due process. This
new policy might make efficient changes, but we also have to make sure that the
people are aware of the changes, and that we know how folks will be impacted... We
also Know that the is another pilot in the 5th district.

--D. McGill: "Based on the research | did | have a few comments. Troubled by the new
process, and how it bypasses the due process. The pilot is happening in Englewood, a
community that is over-policed. Also seeing the alternative community based and
accountability program for gun offenses gutted. 82% of the cases that are refered to
the restorative justice programs are like the ones that are being scaled back. McArthur
Justice Center: [The felony review unit was a historic second layer of review. It's
incredible important to ensure people are not wrongfully arrested or kept in jail. People
could be seriously impacted... Expanding the pilot program could increase over
policing in the South Side.] The DC was also not informed of the program. We heard
about ti from the news... Call for the following actions 1. pause to the pilot program 2.
transparent data collection and sharing on the program that is aggregated by race,
age and outcome. 3. Authentic community oversite beyond just community
conversations. Not just with conversations, but also with back-end oversight and
collaborative design of policies."

--T. Chandler: Treasurer of Cook County Commissioner Papas. Also here and DC
Brenda Waters and Alex Perez. and Ald Coleman. Ald Hall comes. 1st Deputy Y. Tally
is Present.




Discussions

--Commander remarks: Implemented in Jan 1st 2025. We have seen 45 cases of bypass. It boils down to this: There is only 3
criteria 1. unlawful possession of a weapon, 2. aggrevated poss of weapon, and 3 possession by a felon. there are a few options
that still keep review in place. We also know that there is a lot of concern of lack of police presence. Approval by state's Attorney's
office has delayed officers ability to return to their beat since they will be waiting less for the charges to be processed. This
program is meant to reduce violence and to get officers back in the streets faster.

--Ald Moore: We are glad that this conversation is happening. welcome to the ward. We are a bit disturbed with the fact that the
CCSAO did not reach out to the alders and to the DCs here. | think we've been doing well working with officers, and | hate to see
that there was a lack of communication from the CCSAO. | wish the CCSAO O'Neill Burke was abel to be here as well. Thank you
all.

--Ald Lopez: There have been 46 charges so far. | want to put things into perspectives, that's 46 families that were impacted by
gun violence. This policy is a pilot. We lead by trying out pilots. It reminds me of the ShotSpotter Pilot. Those things were mean to
be helpful for the community. Just like Restorative Justice was a pilot. The Veterans' court was also a pilot. Some of the best
successes in the neighborhood start with pilots. Agree that there could have been more done to involve the community.

--Ald Coleman:n | thinkit's important to look at the numbers in perspective because gun possession are actually decreasing. | think
there is something to be said about how the community could have been involved. | also think some of the numbers in other
distircts, like the 9th might actually be looking worse than the 7th.

-- Ald Hall: We want a future where we don't see guns in the streets illegally.

-- Dionne Victoria: In 71' War on drugs was started and police were empowered to arrest more people for selling drugs. More
money was also spent on jail building. Too many poeple in jail, unfair treatment, and similar outcomes for Black and Brown people
could also come. While the idea might be to help the police be faster, we have to be careful. When we rush, we can make big
mistakes.

--Cecile De Mello: | want to be sure that we are on the same page. We need to look at data together. The recent decision to make
the pilot bypass the review process is aligned with the national rhetoric. That is why the community is here. This feels like racial
targetting. We know that people's job is in jeopardy when arrested or charged. We have to also note that we don't have a lot of
legal resources here. We also want to highlight the Restorative Justice Court. We were extremely helpful in reducing recidivism.
The pilot for the RJ court was co-developed with community for years. This is where things felt intentional, and that best practices
were not utilized. The community engagement and co-design is necessary to do good public safety work. You need the data and
community knowledge. We not only need to repeal this pilot but also the restorative justice

--Y. Loizon: The felony review system is not a 1-size fits all. In lower level felonies, there is no thorough review of the cases.
People do ot go and interview the witnesses. We decided that we wanted to rebuild the relationships with CPD. They brought up
issues to to the review process. When an assistant State's Attorney is called to review the three scenarios described by the
Commander. The ASA will approve the charges by phone. Those are low priority in the process because of that. These are three
cases only of unlawful possession, nit of using the gun. The CPD has to wait for the charges until OCCSA makes the
determination, meaning that one less CPD car is around. Those cases are generally our last priority because we prioritize cases
involving victims and witnesses. | hear the frustration on not including the community. This was the first complaint that was heard
by CPD. We spent a long tome creating a protocol that gets CPD back on the streets faster. The goal is to make sure that officers
could get back on the streets to answer the calls. | spent most of my december training District 7 officers on how to implement this
program. Also a few things to make clear: This pilot does not bypass prosecutural review entirely. We still do that review, just a
little later. Felony review is something unique to IL and a few other states. Some places in IL don't do review. It's not a
requierement under the law. A lot of narcotic cases also bypass felony review. | agree that it was not always a great idea to
bypass the review... We chose the 7th distirct because CPD thought that the Commander would do a good job making sure that
the bypass protocol was followed correctly. Also because of the higher frequency of gun cases in the 7th district. It only applies to
3 charges. It can't apply to cases whee the body-worn camera was not on. Also it needs to be a clear case of possession that you
can attribute to the individual. We also trained every single roll call in the 7th district. We exlained appropriate 4th amendment
stops and bypass cases. The Assistant State's Attorney's on Review were also trained. Here's what happens when an officer
decides to do a bypass. The reports, and body-cam is turned over to the watch operation luitenant. Then the case can go to a
preliminary hearng. The ASM will review the body cam, and determine if it's appropriate to precent to a judge. If indicted, then
formal charges will be filled. 46 might seem like a big number, but about 30 of them are at the preliminary hearing or indictment.
We are also tracking if the cases result in charges, if they ar ethrown out by the court, and if the case reaches final stage. So far, it
seems to be working appropriately.

--On Jestorative justice changes: The peace circle model is based on a victim and perprataros, however the ones that we saw
didn't involve victims. We want to increase the geography and scope of the restorative justice program to include more victim
impacted cases. Also, we went to Springfield to change so that people impacted by possession charges, could actually apply to
FOID cards to avoid further violations while they go through the RICC process. We want to expand this program across the state.
We don't want the RIJCCs t be one size fits all. We want to make sure there are differnt models for everyone. | am happy at the
low recidivism rates at RICC. However, thoses cases were not focused for victim-impacted crimes.




Votes

Summary of votes taken. For each vote, type in the following information:
--None

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 4/16/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  Lindblom PArk

District Council ended the meeting at: 1:54 pm
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